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An attempt to explain several of 
the frincihal texts, which are 
brought forward by those who 
hold toa Universal Restoration, 
in sufifiort of their system. 


\ MONG those who profess 
to believe the Christian re- 
ligion, there exists quite a differ- 
ence of opinion, what this reli- 
vionis. By men, who all pro- 
iess to be Christians, very differ- 
ent opinions are entertained con- 
cerning the character of God, 
ihe person and offices of the 


Mediator, the natural state of | 


man, his duty here, and _ his 
prospects in the future world. 
{t is idle to say, that the matters 
in dispute between the various 
denominations of Christians are 
trifing, and of no importance. 
This may indeed be the case in 
some instances, but often it is 
quite otherwise, if the Christian 
religion itself be of any import- 
ance ; for the things in which 
we differ are often the most es- 
sential things in the system. 

But however great our differ- 
ences are, we all pretend to be 
willing to have our sentiments 
‘ried by the bible. If we did 

Vor. VI. No. 3. 


not, it would amount to renoun- 
cing the Christian religion. The 
apostle Peter speaks of such a 
thing as svresting the scriptures, 
which is turning them out of 
their natural course, and making 
them speak a meaning, which 
the Spirit of truth did not in- 
tend. We know that the father 
of lies made such a use of scrip- 
ture when he tempted the Son 
of God, and it is not strange, if, 
with our corrupt hearts, we thus 
corrupt the word of truth. It 
must be wrong therefore to con- 
clude that men fave scripture 
on their side, because they érzng 
/scripture with a view to sup- 
}port their sentiments. Their 
| proofs must be examined in their 
connectian, to see whether they 
communicate such ideas, asthey 
are said to do. And here I 
would remark, that there are 
commonly a few, which may be 
called the frrincifal texts, by 





_which any particular system is 


supported. Now, ifupon a care- 
ful examination, it shall be 
found, that these frincifial texts 
are wrested, and made to speak 
a meaning foteign from what 
‘they naturally speak, we shall 
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have great reason to suspect the 
truth of that system, which they 
are brought to establish. It may 
herefore be an expeditious way 
of oversetting a false scheme, to 
expose the perversion which is 
made of the most material pas- 
sages of scripture, which are 
alleged in its support. If upon 
examining a new house, which 
had been built with a view to 
strength as well as beauty, you 
should find the posts and princi- 
pal timbers rotten, you would 
hardly think it needful to exam- 
ine the studs and braces and 
smaller timbers, but would take 
it for granted, that they too were 
rotten. You would reason tius : 
Surely if the man could have 
found any good, sound timber, 
he would not have had rotten 
x0sts and beams. If, for cxam- 
ple, it could be found (which we 
presume it cannot) that those 
who believe in the totel defirevi- 
tyof human nature, have en- 
tirely misunderstood and per- 
verted those principal texts, 
which they bring to support 
their belief, such as Gen. vi. 5. 
Rom. iil. 923. and Rom. viii. 
7,8.it would do much towards 
convincing us, without proceed- 
ing further, that their sentiment 
could not be supported by the 
scriptures. But if these pillar 
texts should appear to be sound, 
we might conclude the doctrine 
would stand, even though we 
should find some texts, which 
are less depended upon, misap- 
plied in being brought to sup- 
port this doctrine. 

That part of the Christian 
system, which treats of a future 
retribution, is exceedingly im- 
portant. If men are forming 
their characters heve for eterni- 
ty, itis important they should 
know it. If some die in their 
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sins, and there be no change of 
character after death, then it is 
of inconccivable importance, that 
I should this moment be prepar- 
ed for heaven ; for another mo- 
ment’s delay may shut the door 
of mercy upon me for ever ; but 
if,after death, there be still anoth- 
er probation, though my duty to 
exercise immediate repentance 
be as great, yet the conse- 
quences of a delay are, by no 
means, so alarming. It has 
been the common sentiment of 
the Christian world, that the 
scriptures teach us, that a part 
of the children of Adam will 
be saved, through Christ, from 
the miseries of hell, and thata 
part will be punished wthout 
end. ‘This commonly received 
semiment is, however, disputed 
by those, who are called Univer- 
salists. The Universalists are 
of two kinds, 1. Those who hoid 
too future punishment ; and 2. 
Those who hold to future pun- 
ishment in hell, but to a univer- 
sal restoration from that state oi 
punishment to a state of eternal 
blessedness in heaven. It is 
the latter class of Universalists, 
which we shall have our eyc 
n:ore particularly upon in the 
following explanations. We 
shall now proceed to examine 
several of their most noted 
texts. 


No. I. 


“ Whom the heaven must re- 
ceive until the times of resti- 
tution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.” 

Acts iil. 21. 


THIS text is taken first, be- 
cause 1 suppose that the name 
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ifthe sentiment, Universal Res- 
toration, was designed to be ta- 
ten from the phrase, Restz/ution 
of all things, which is used in 
this verse. If the sentiment de- 
rived its name from this passage, 
it is natural to suppose, that this 
is considered as one of the prin- 
cipal texts to support it. 

The Restoration plan suppos- 
es, that at the day of judgment, 
there will still be righteous and 
wicked ; that the righteous wiil 
be taken to heaven and the wick- 
ed sent to hell, to endure ever- 
lasting punishment, that is, as 
they explain it, punishment to 
last for ages of ages. After 
they have endured this everlast- 
ing punishment, they are to be 
restored to the favor of God. 
Now the text before us, if it 
prove any thing in favor of a 
universal salvation, will prove 
too much to suit this system. 
if the “ restitution of all things” 
mean the restoration of all men 
io holiness and happiness, then 
this text proves that this resto- 
ration will take place at the day 
of judgment. It is granted on 
all hands, that Christ will come 
from heaven to earth, at the day 
ofjudement. But this text does 
as much as to tell us, that he 
will not leave heaven to visit the 
earth until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things ; therefore, the 
restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth 
ofall his holy prophets, is an 
event cotemporary with the day 
of judgment. According to this 
passage, it is evklent, that Christ 
's to be kept or retained in hea- 
ven until the very time, when 
this restitution shall take place ; 
‘hen it’ must take place as early 
as the general jude-ment, else we 
teed not expect to see Christ 
“cre on that solemn occason. If 





the system of a universal resto- 
ration be built on this text, the 
idea of sinners being driven from 
the judgment seat to hell must 
be given up; but this would 
ive an entire new turn to the 
Restoration scheme. They have 
hitherto exerted themselves to 
expiain away the endlessness of 
the punishment denounced by 
the Judge, but, if they build their 
system on this text, they must 
explain away the whole of the 
sentence, Which denounces any 
punishinent to be endured after 
the day of judgment. 

After showing that this pas- 
sage dues not favor the Resto- 
ration scheme, we shall enquire 
what it does mean. Is not this 
one important idea contained in 
these words, That before, and 
at the day of judgment, all the 
elect will be gathered in and 
completely restored to the divine 
image and faver. These are 
Christ’s people spoken of Psal. 
cx. 3.—these are his sced men- 
tioned by Isaiah in the 53d chap- 
ter of his prophecy. ‘The pro- 
phets never spoke of the Messi- 
ah as restoring men from the 
place of the damned to the place 
of the blessed, and they never 
spoke of his restoring all men 
in this world to holiness and 
happiness, but that Ais freofile 
should become willing ; that he 
should see the travail of his soul. 
—The prophets foretold that a- 
mong those who slept in the 
dust of the earth, some should 
awake to life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt; there- 
fore a restitution of all things, 
which was spokenby the mouth 
of all the holy prophets, doth 
not mean #@&restoration of all 
men to th@jlavor of God. All 
things at the day of judgment 
may be restored, which they 
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said would be restored, and yet 
many be left in a state of impen- 
itence and wrath. 

Another idea communicated 
by the restitution of all things, 
at the day of judgment, may be 
this, That things will all then 
be restored to order—things will 
not go on any longer in that 
mixed, and apparently, jumbled 
state as they now do; but then 
every creature will have his 
proper place assigned him, and 
there he willbe kept. The right- 
eous will all be admitted to hea- 
ven, and sinful angels and im- 
penitent men will be confined in 
that eternal prison, which divine 
justice has prepared for the wick- 
ed. When a rebellion is effect- 
ually quelled, tho’ the rebellions 
hearts of many of the insurgents 
are not subdued, things are ne- 
vertheless said to be restored to 
order. Ifthere is not a single 


rebel left in power, but every one 


is either allured by mercy, or 
conquered by the strong hand 
of government, and either taken 
cut of the way by execution, or 
bound by chains, which cannot 
be shaken off, we may say con- 
cerning this kingdom, or state, 
ail things are now reduced to 
the state they were in before the 
rebellion took place. The laws 
are as much respected now as 
before ; the powers that be, are 
as much revered, and the yirtu- 
ous and obedient are no more 
liable to be molested by the sons 
of Belial, than they were before 
the existence of the rebellion. 
The rebellion which has aris- 
en in Jehovah’s dominion, will 
be effectually quelled at the day 
of judgment, though the hearts 
of many rebels will still remain 
opposed to God. The perfect 
and eternal peace of the holy 


part of God’s kingdom will be j 
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secure. The strong hand of 
divine justice will subdue the re- 
bels—they will never again be 
able to rise. Let us take heed, 
that we be not then found among 
the enemies of the Lord ! 

** Now like a lion shall my vengeance 

tear 


Thy bleeding heart, and no deliverer 
near. 


No. II. 


“ The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death.” 
1 Cor. xv. 26. 


TO understand this passage, 
we must know in what sense the 
word death is here used. Death 
is commonly used in the scrip- 
tures to signify one or the other 
of these three things, 1. A ces- 
sation of animal life, which we 
term natural death : 2. It is used 
as synonymous with sin, Rom. 
vii. 24,and elsewhere. This we 
call sfiritual death: S. Death is 
used to signify any misery, 
whether it be endured in the pre- 
sent or future state. Present 
evil is called death, Exod. x. 17. 
Future misery is called death, 
Rom. vi. 23. This, when it res- 
pects the future world, is termed 
eternal death. Now if we can 
understand in which of these 
senses the word death is used in 
the passage under consideration, 
it will probably not be difficult 
to understand the meaning oi 
the whole passage. 

As this is not a detached pas- 
sage, like a proverb, but stands 
in the midst of a chapter, which 
is all of it a connected chain of 
reasoning, on one particular doc- 
trine of the Christian religion, 
the meaning of the word death 
may probably be learned from 
the context. The words death, 
die and deed are used more than 
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twenty times in this chapter be- 
sides in the verse now before us ; 
and in every one of these other 
places natural death, or the death 
of the body is most evidently in- 
tended. Christ died for our sins, 
ver. 3. Now if Christ be preach- 
ed that he rose from the dead, 
how say some among you, that 
there is no resurrection of the 
dead: But if there be no resur- 
rection of the dead, &c. ver. 12, 
13. It is evident that Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead 
means from among those who 
were literally dead, i.e. from a 
state of natural death. It is also 
evident, that the word dead, which 
occurs twice more in the 12th 
and 13th verses, intends those 
who are intheir graves. In the 
15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, and 22d 
verses the words dead, death and 
die are most evidently used in 
exactly the same sense as before ; 
the same subject is continued. 
These, I believe, are all the pla- 
ces, where death is spoken of in 
this chapter, until we come to the 
text under consideration. This 
we will pass for the present, and 
try to find how the word is used 
inthe rest of the chapter. In 
the 29th verse, the word dead oc- 
curs three times, and though the 
sense of this verse is rather ob- 
scure ; yet the meaning of dead 
is pretty clearly determined by 
this clause, “Jf the dead rise 
not.” The apostle in the 31st 
verse says, “ I die daily.” Tho’ 
die here does not mean the actu- 
al cessation of natural life, still 
he has his eye upon natural 
death, and would be understood 
to say, that in standing for the 
defence of the gospel, I do as it 
were undergo a kind of daily 
dying—JI am beaten, I am im- 
prisoned, I am stoned, I am call- 


does not mean spiritual dying, 
nor future misery. The reader 
will find the word die, or death, 
or dead occur in the 32, 35, 36, 
42, 52, 54, 55,and 56th verses. 
And I am persuaded, thata mere 
glance of the eye on these ver- 
ses will convince him that they 
refer to the death of the body, 
and that alone. 

It is very evident that natural 
death is intended, by the way in 
which it is connected with the 
grave, ver. 55, O death where is 
thy sting ? O grave where is thy 
victory? Now, we know that 
the death, which prepares us to 
be lodged in the grave, is the 
death of the body. If the word 
death is used in the same sense 
through this chapter (as it man- 
ifestly is) the 56th verse makes 
it clear that it is not sin or spir- 
itual death, which is intended ; 
for here it is said, “ The sting 
of death is sin.” Sin, we know, 
is the thing which makes us 
afraid to die. If death in this 
passage be used synonymously 
with sin it would make no sense 
at all. 

Can it now remain a doubt in 
our minds what is the true mean- 
ing of the word death, in the pas- 
sage before us? It would be 
strange indeed, if the apostle 
should in the middle of such a 
connected discourse, where he 
has occasion to use this word so 
frequently, make use of it in 
quite a different sense, without 
giving us any intimation of it, or 
any thing, whereby we could find 
out that he had used it different- 
ly from what he didin the rest 
of the discourse. 

When the apostle declares, 
“the last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death,’ he means 
that kind of death, which has 
dominion over the bodies of the 
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saints and now holds them pri- 
soners in the grave, which is his 
prison house. Death is person- 
ified, i. e. treated of as though a 
living person. It is addressed, 
ver. 55, as though it were a per- 
son; “ O death where is thy 
sting ?” It is here called an ene- 
my. But why ? Is not death put 
in the list of the Christian’s priv- 
ileges ? 1 Cor. iii. 22. And did 
not this same apostle, at another 
time, say, “ to die is gain!” It 
is true, that a Christian is far 
happier after death than he is 
in this sinning world; but he is 
not so happy now as he will be 
at the resurrection of the just, 
when his body will be raised up 
all refined, and will appear glo- 
rious like Christ’s body. The 
prophets and apostles and saints, 
who are in heaven, are now per- 
fectiy holy, but the resurrection 
will greatly advance them in 
glory and blessedness. Death is 
therefore considered as_ their 
enemy, because it keeps them, 
at present, from their most per- 
fect and happy state. 

Why is death called the last 
enemy? Because all the other 
enemics of God’s people are o- 
vercome before this. The con- 
quest of sin is begun in regene- 
ration, carried on by sanctifica- 
tion, and completed at the mo- 
ment of death, when the soul is 
separated from the body. Spir- 
itual death in the saints is con- 
quered, when natural death con- 
quers them. Then the world 
and the devil are for ever van- 
guished. There is nothing now 
remains to interrupt their most 
perfect blessedness, except the 
dominion which death has over 
their bedies. This then must 
be the /ast ‘enemy, since they 
have long before gotten the vic- 
ory over every other foe. It be- 
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ing called the last enemy is 
enough to determine what kind 
of death is meant. Eternal death 
God’s children never suffer; 
spiritual death they are com- 
pletely delivered from (that is 
most of them) long before the 
day of judgmént; but natural 
death, like a mighty conqueror, 
mows them all down, and impri- 
sons their bodies in the grave. 
But in the morning of the resur- 
rection, when the trump of God 
shall sound, this mighty con- 
queror will be conquered—at 
once, in the twinkling of an eye, 
he must resign all his prisoners, 
without a hope of ever regaining 
them : for then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victo- 
ry. 

After the resurrection and the 
day of judgment, the church of 
Christ will be in its triumphant 
state; placed out of the reach 
of all its enemies. Though de- 
vils remain, and will always re- 
tain their sinful temper, still 
they cannot molest the children 
of God; for they will be confin- 
ed to their prison; where also 
wicked men will be bound hand 
and foot, unable any more to 
give vent to their malice, so as 
to distress the lambs of Christ. 
Tht time, when this last enemy 
is to be destroyed, is manifestly 
the day of judgment, Christ’s se- 
cond coming—see ver. 23, “ Af- 
terward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming.” ‘This is the time 
when the last enemy is to be de- 
stroyed. 

This passage being, as I hope, 
fairly and intelligibly explained, 
I shall be borne with, if I add 
several remarks, which are sug- 
gested by the foregoing expla- 
nation. 

Remark 1, The only way in 
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which this text ever came to be 
pressed into the service of the 
Universalists is the misappre- 
hending the meaning of the word 
death. They have considered it 
as signifying either sin, (spiritu- 
al death) or future misery, which 
is called eternal death. Ifdeath 
inthis passage does not mean 
either of these, then I do not see 
how this text helps their cause. 
We believe in a universal de- 
struction of natural death, and 
yet we believe that some will 
awake to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 

Remark 2. The way which this 
inistake, about the last enemy 
death, has arisen, is by not com- 
paring the text withthe context ; 
cid this is a very firuitful source 
of mistakes. If we compare this 
text with the chapter, it fixes the 
ieaning of death, beyond adouit, 
to be natural death. But when 
a favorite point is to be establish- 
el, then a mere word, or sound 
iscatched at, without honestly 
seeking for its true meaning. 
ltis well known that language 
is so barren, that words, not on- 
iy of the same sound, but writ- 
icn with the same letters, are 
mace use of to signify quite dit- 
(erent things. In general, there 
is not much difliculty to deter- 
mine in what sense any accu- 
rate speaker or writer uses his 
words, if we will but carefully 
attend to all that he speaks or 
writes, and take it in connection. 
It is probable that when Christ 
said, “ Destroy this teraple and 
ithree days I will raise it up 
again,” he pointed to his bedy, 
or introduced the words in such 
«connection, that those who can- 
‘idly attended might have un- 
derstood him to mean not Solo- 
mon’s temple, but the temple 
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&c. are sometimes evidently us- 
ed in a limited sense. It is al- 
ways candid to attend to the 
scope of an author, to determine 
in what sense he uses words. By 
not attending to this, we shall 
often do the greatest injustice 
to an author. I do not know 
that Doctor Watts was ever 
considered as a universalist ; yet 
one disposed to be uncandid, and 
to catch at a word might infer 
his favoring such sentiments 
from reading this verse in one of 
his psalins ; 

« Cheerful they atk with growing 
streneth, 

“ Till alé shall meet in heaven at 
length ; 

“Till ail before thy face appear, 

«© And join in nobler worship there.” 


Do you not see, might this 
uncandid person say, do you not 
see, that Doctor Watts held to 
a general restoration? Has he 
not, in one stanza, twice express- 
ed this sentiment, as plain as 
language could do it ’—has he 
not said all will appear before 
God’s face, and that @// will ap- 
pear in heaven at lengih ? This 
appears plausible—this looks a 
good deal like proving Doctor 
Watts a universalist ; but by 
only casting our eye back on the 
preceding stanza, we can see 
that Doctor Watts may still hold 
concerning the way of the wick- 
ed, 

« And downit leads to endless pain :” 


for there we find something to 

limit ed/ in the stanza quoted. 

«¢ Blest are the men, whose hearts 
are set 

“ To find the way to Zion’s gate ; 

‘«s God is their strength, -and through 
the road, : 

« They lean upon their helper God.’ 

° 


When in the next verse, he 
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heaven at length, it is perfectly 
easy, if we will exercise a grain 
of candor, to understand, that he 
means all those men, whose 
hearts are set to find the way to 
Zion’s gate. 

Such want of candor they are 
guilty of, who would attempt to 
prove from 1. Cor. iv, 5. “ And 
then shall every man have praise 
of God,” that every man living 
will meet the approbation of his 
Judge. The connection leads 
us to this idea, that all who are 
Christ’s, who build on this foun- 
dation will be rewarded of God, 
let men say and think as they 
will of them. 

Remark 3. With this sub- 
ject before us, I would remark 
upon what is sometimes said 
concerning certain errors, That 
though they do not believe them 
fo be true; yet they acknowl- 
edge, their advocates have a good 
deal of scripture on their side. 
This is as much as to say, either 
that the Bible is not the word of 
God, or that the God of truth 
bears witness on both sides, in 
favor of thetruth and also in 
favor of error which is its op- 
posite. If God be true, and the 
Bible his book, we may rest as- 
sured, there is not a single word 
in it in favor of an errer. The 
testimony of the Holy One is all 
on one side, and that the side of 
truth and holiness. Therefore 
Jetno one say, I believe that is 
not a true doctrine, but there is 
a good deal of scripture in favor 
of it. There may be a good 
deal of scripture, which is 
brought to prove an untruth, 
but let it be scanned, and it will 
not bear the light—let it be ex- 
amined in its connection, like 
the passage just now explained, 
and it will be seen, that its advo- 
cates have made it speak some- 
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thing, which God never design. 
ed. 

This 15th chapter of Corinthi- 
ans is considered as containing 
much, which favors universal. 
ism; but there is nothing which 
really favors it, only let the true 
design of the apostle be Jooked 
at. The 22d verse of this chap- 
ter is one of the most noted texts 
which the universalists bring to 
support their sentiment. These 
are the words ; “ For as in Ad- 
am all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” Since 
this passage is introduced, suf- 
fer me to observe, 1. That die 
here means natural death, and 
of course made alive, which is 
its opposite, means the literal 
resurrection. Inthe verse which 
immediately precedes this, it is 
said ; “ for since by man came 
death, by man came also the re- 
surrection of the dead.” And it 
is evident, that “ made alive,” in 
this verse means the same as 
resurrection of the dead in the 
preceding one. The verse which 
follows also determines the time 
when they who are in Christ, are 
to be made alive, viz. at Christ’s 
coming. The saints are regen- 
erated and sanctified and, in this 
sense made alive before Christ 
comes to judgment. Besides, 
we >otice that Christ himself is 
the first fruits of this being made 
alive, spoken of by the apostle. 
Christ never rose from the death 
of sin ; but it was necessary that 
he should suffer and that he 
should be the first, that should 
rise from the dead. And the 
whole scope of the chapter is 
manifestly to prove a literal re- 
surrection.. We all believe ina 
universal resurrection, both of 
the just and of the unjust ; are- 
surrection to life and a resurrec- 
tion to damnation. But we would 
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observe, 2. That if we take this 
yerse in connection with the 
eontext, it is evident, that the 
resurrection of believers alone is 
spoken of. Letus look atthe 
passage, which goes before and 
fullows after this noted text: 
Ver. 18. Then they which are 


ed: Ver. 19. Ifin this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we (i.e. 
we Christians) are of all men 
most miserable : Ver. 23. But 
every man in his own order; 
Christ the first fruits, afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his com- 
ine. The verses before and af- 
ter seem to determine this to be 
the meaning of the 22d verse. 
Asin Adam all his children be- 
come mortal and die; so in 
Christ all his believing children 
will be raised up at the last day. 
“ They that are Christ’s,” in the 
hext verse, is evidently designed 
io limit the ad, of whom it is 
here said, that they shall be 
made ative. If we will but use 
alittle patience in the examina- 
tion of a difficult text, and a little 
candor, we shall commonly be 
able to see, that the scripture is 
all consistent with itselfi—that it 
is not that house divided against 
self, which cannot stand. May 
God guide our minds into the 
knowledge of the truth, and es- 
tablish our hearts in the love of 
it, that we may not be given up 
to believe a lie, and so be dam- 
ned, becatise we received not the 
love of the truth, that we might 
be saved! 


No. III. 


‘ And I saw a new heaven, and 
a new earth ; for the first hea- 
ven and the first earth were 
passed away ; and there was 


the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out 
heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a great voice out of 
heaven, saying, Behold the 
tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, nei- 
ther sorrow, nor crying, nei- 
ther shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things 
are passed away. And he 
that sat upon the throne, said, 
Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, 
Write : for these words are 
true and faithful. And he 
said unto me, It is done. I 
am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end : I will 
give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of 
life freely. He that over- 
cometh shallinherit all things; 
and I will ee his God, and he 
shall be my son.” 
Revel. xxi. 1—7. 


THOSE, who espouse the 
system of Dr. Chauncey and 
Mr. Winchester, think this pas- 
sage holds forth a universal res- 
toration, because it speaks ofa 
new heaven and a new earth, and 
all things being made new ; and 
because it declares that God 
shall wipe away all tears, and 
that there shall be xo more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, nor 
any more fain: for the former 
things are passed away. 

It is evident this passage de- 
scribes the perfect blessedness 
of God’s kingdom, and not the 
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‘ures : For as soon as this pas- 
sage closes, we have a description 
of the misery of God’s enemies. 
The passage introduced closes 
with the 7th verse, and the 8th 
verse describes the misery of 
those who are not admitted into 
heaven, But the fearjul end un- 
believing and the abominable, and 
and whorcmuongrers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, shall have their pfrart in 
the luke which burneth with fire 
and brimstone which is the second 
death. 
_ This cannot be a description 
of the misery of the wicked 
previous to their restoration, and 
that above 
their restoration and the glory 
which shali follow: for the de- 
scviption of the miserable is 
separated from the description 
of the blessed by the disjunctive 
particle 6u¢. * God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, 
&e.” % Butthe fearfuland un- 
believing, &c. shall have their 
partin the lake which burneth 
withfire and brimstone.” “ He 
that believeth shall be saved.” 
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flere is nothing said about any 
thing but salvation ; butit would 
be wrong to conclude thence, 
that there is no such thing as 
damnation: for by reading 
other clause of thx 

we find it w he 
that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed.” ssvve in the 2st 
chapter of Revelation, is simi- 
lar to the one in Mark just 
referred to. In both, there 
ig.a deseription first of the char- 
acter of the Christian and his 
and secoudiy of the 
character of the unbeliever and 
his fearful doom. And in both 
cases, the character and punish- 
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sedness of the believer by the 
word dut. They who do not 
know enough of grammar to 
know aconjunction from a noun, 
still know that ifa man, who has 
two sons should say to the elder, 
Because you have been obedi- 
ent to your father, I give you all 
my estate, but as for you (ad- 
dressing himself to the younger) 
because of your continued diso- 
bedience and obstinacy, I entire- 
ly disinherit you; I say the un- 
learned man would understand 
that this dt, put in between the 
character and lot of the two sons 
did not imply that the two sons 
were to be treated alike, but on 
the contrary, that all the good 
promised was confined to the 
elder son. Should such an un- 
lettered man be asked, whether 
he thought the younger son 
could elaim half the inheritance 
from the promise of the father, 
he would answer, By no means; 
if the father stands to his word, 
the younger son will have no 
share in his estate. 

Heaven and hell are both de- 
scribed in this chapter. in the 
seven first verses heaven is de- 
scribed ; and it is described as 
being all happiness without any 
misery,all pieasure without any 
pain. And this is, no doubt, true 
of that blessed place, where 
Christ will for ever dwell with 
his redeemed family. Hell is 
represented as a place, where 
all sorts of impeniten’ sinners 
are punished in a burr +g lake. 
Here is torment witicut ans 
ease. After the description of 
these two different states, there 
is not a word intimated, as tho’ 
either of them would ever come 
to an end. 

The future happiness, which 
is spoken of in the passage now 
under consideration, is evident’s 
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-opined to those who are pos- 
sessed of a holy conformity to 
God. The water of life is prom- 
ised only to Aim that is athirst. 
Andit is only to Acm who ovcr- 
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cometh, that Ged has promised 
all things, and to be his God. 
Here the character to be reward- 
elis brought into view. It is 
only men of this character, from 
whose eyes all tears will be wi- 
ned, and from whom al! pain will 
e for ever removed. 

[ do not see how any thing 
can be gathered from the phrase 
“a newheaven anda newearth” 
to support the Restoration sys- 
ten. The first place in the Bi- 
ble where we find this phrase Is 
the 65th chapter of Isaiah. An 
examination of that place may 

w | 


5 


lect light on this. “ For be- 
hold, l create new heavens and 
i. new earth: and the former 
hall not be remembered, nor 
me into mind. But be you 
ad and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create: for behold I 
reate Jerusalem a rejoicing and 


her people a joy.” Any one, 
who has paid but little atten- 
Lon to the language of scripture, 
knows that Jerusalem is one of 
the names of Christ’s church. 
the creation of the world is cal- 
led creating the heavens and the 
earth. It is natural, that the 
redemption of the church should 
de spoken of, as a new creation ; 
end as the first creation was cal- 
led heavens and earth, so that 
the new creation should be cal- 
led new heavens and @ new earth. 
Inthe Millennium, the church 
Will be brought to its greatest 
terrestrial perfection, therefore 
when Jerusalem shall be a re- 
icing and her people a joy, 
the new heavens and the new 
earth will be, ina more eminent 


On Reconciliation to Ged. 









9} 


But in the heavenly state, the 
new heavens and the new earth 
will be completed. Their com- 
pletion will not consist in the 
restoration of all fallen creatures 
to the favor of God, but in the 
restoration and perfection of an 
elect world. “ Ali the Father 
eiveth me shall come to me, and 
him that cometh unto me I will 
i ho wise cast out.—And this Is 
the Father’s will which hath 
sent me, that of all which he 
hath given me, I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up 
at the last day.” 
Attention to this passage leads 
to one reflection—it is this 
The universalists, whether 
upon Dr. Huntington’s or Dr. 
Chauncey’s plan, seem to build 
their scheme of a universal sal- 
vation upon this mistake—7hey 
make a general application of 
those promises, which God has 
made, only to those who ebey 
the gospel, They give that 
which is holy to dogs, when God 
eives it only to his children—— 
They do net separate between 
the precious and the vile ; be- 
tween his. at serveth God and 
him that servethhim not. There 
are joys unspeakable in heaven ; 
but they are prepared only for 
those who love God. Let none 
feel that their heaven:is secure, 
any further than they have evi- 
dence that they love God. 


-—— +o 
On Reconciliation to God. 


O5 a real disciple of the 
blessed Jesus, or even a 
professed believer in divine rev- 
elation, read those memorable 
words of the inspired Paul, (2 
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with the magnitude and impor- 
tance of their subject? 7o wit, 
that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not impfut- 
ing their tresfiasses unto them ; 
and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us, 
we fray you in Christ's stead, 
BE YE RECONCILED unto Gop. 


Astonishing thought ! 4s tho’ 
God did beseech you by us. What 
an expression is this! How ama- 
zing, how wonderful the idea ! 
What a mixture of majesty and 
meekness is here! What con- 
descension ! infinitely beyond all 
comparison,—all human concep- 
tion! That the great and eter- 
nal God, whose wrath we have 
provoked, and who, by a single 
volition, might sink us to deser- 
ved and eternal death, should yet 
condescend to propose a treaty 
of peace with hisrebellious crea- 
tures, and offer terms of recon- 
ciliation ;—and not only so, but 
even to beseech and intreat them 
to accept, and become reconcil- 
ed! What an infinite strength 
of love is manifested in this! 
What an inexpressible regard 
to the happiness of moralbeings! 
How unspeakably is the heart of 
the blessed God engaged in the 
salvation of sinners! But he 
speaks, and he acts like himself. 
His name, and his nature are 
love. This should melt us into 
penitence, gratitude, and holy 
affection. Oh, what guilt, must 
we, worthless worms of the dust, 
incur, what condemnation must 
we deserve, if we can abuse such 
love, and turn a deaf ear to a be- 
seeching God ! 


Let us then, in the first place, 
enquire how the blessed God 
carries on,and accomplishes this | 
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grand treaty of reconciliation 
with rebellious man. 

This we are informed in one 
comprehensive word. “ God was, 
in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself.” It is only in 
Christ that Jehovah is a God of 
salvation. The sinner’s salva- 
tion is built upon this, from the 
foundation to the top-stone. And 
were it not for the mediation of 
Christ, it would be utterly and 
for ever impossible for one of 
our apostate race to escape the 
wrath tocome. Without a me- 
diator, and such a mediator as 
Christ, God could no sooner par- 
don, and receive the sinner into 
his favor, than he could deny 
himself, or abdicate his throne. 
Therefore, it is expressly assert- 
ed in his word, that “ other foun- 
dation can no man lay, than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ— 
there is salvation in none other 
—no other name given under 
heaven amongst men, whereby 
we must be saved.” Indeed it 
is thought, that God could not, 
(because it would be inconsist- 
ent with his perfections) bestow 
any favors on mankind, in the 
present life, either spiritual or 
temporal, but for the mediation 
of the Son of his love ; and that 
on this ground it is asserted 
in the scriptures of truth, that 
Christ “ is the Saviour of al 
men, s/ecially of them that be- 
lieve.” 

The nature, and reality oi 
Christ’s atonement are most 
clearly taught us in the sacred 
word. Also its absolute necessi- 
ty in order to the sinner’s salva- 
tion, is there abundantly incul- 
cated, and, indéed, it is apparent 
to the eye of enlightened reason. 
We read, “ God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotien Son, that whosoever bes 
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lieveth in him should not perish, 
put have everlasting life.” Here 
js pointed out, the formation of 
the sinner’s hope and trust. Its 
necessity may be easily inferred. 
For, if God could save sinners 
in any other way but by the death 
of his Son, surely he would not 
have made this infinite sacrifice. 
The death of Christ would have 
been needless. Again, The a- 
postle saith, “ when we were yet 
without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly.” 
This implies, that we had no 
ability to remove those obstruc- 
tions that were in the way of 
mercy, and to procure that sal- 
vation to ourselves, for which 
Christ died. The law of God 
threatens the sinner with eternal 
death, and his truth and justice 
stand bound for the execution of 
it. If, therefore, this penalty 
should never be inflicted, the 
law of God could not be honor- 
cd, nor his truth and justice vin- 
dicated in the sinner’s salvation. 
“ But Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us. He was 
made sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 
There wasan absolute necessity, 
that the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe should display the same 
character in government, which 
he had expressed in his law ; 
ind this induced the necessity of 
an atonement for the exercise 
of pardoning mercy to the sjn- 
ere God could not, otherwise, 
have appeared the righteous, 
holy, and sin-hating God. This 
was effected in the fullest man- 
ner by the death of Christ. It 
is abundantly taught, that God 
expressed his wrath against sin- 
ers, in the sufferings of his 
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And it is not only declared that 
he bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, but that the great 
end to be answered by it, was to 
manifest the righteousness and 
justice of God, in pardoning and 
saving sinners. “ Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propi- 
tiation through faith in his blood, 
for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of 
God, that God might be just, 
and the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus.” This opens 
the whele gospel scheme of mer- 
cy to view, and exhibits those 
| glorious purposes which God in 
Christ is eflecting by reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself, not 
imputing unto them their tres- 
passes. The foundation of the 
whole is laid in the atonement 
of Christ. This is the inexhaust- 
ible source, and fountain of 
mercy. “ Of his fulness,” saith 
the evangelist, “ have al] we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace.” 

In consequence of the atone- 
ment of Christ, the sinner is re- 
prieved—the penalty of the law 
in its execution suspended, and 
he placed in a state of probation 
—a state, in which he may be- 
come united to Christ, and a 
partaker of the.special benefits 
of his redemption. A space of 
repentance is allowed—all need- 
ed temporal benefits bestowed— 
means instituted and ordered to 
be used—the word given—the 
ministry of reconciliation com- 
mitted to men and the ambas- 
dors of Christ sent forth to pub- 
lish and proclaim the glad ti- 
dings of salvation, that God is in 
Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself—to exhort sinners 
to repentance and faith in the 


them,in Christ’s stead to become 
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Tn consequence, likewise, of 
the mediation of Christ, God is 
pleased to grant the influences 
of his Holy Spirit to accompa- 
ny his word—to succeed the 
means of ¢race and insure their 
end, by awakening the attention, 
convincing the minds, and re- 
generating the hearts of sinners ; 
by which they are turned from 
darkness to li¢ht, from sin to 
holiness and from Satan to God. 
By thus uniting themto Christ, 
by faith, they become branches 
in him the true vine—livine 
members of his glorious spiritu- 
al body, the church—partakers 
of the benefits of his righteous- 
ness, and joint heirs with him, 
who is the heir of all things. 

Thus it is that God hath laid 
the foundation of redemption in 
Christ. And thus God in Christ 
is carrying on and accomplish- 
ing the great purposes of re- 
deeming love, and reconciling 
the world unto himself, by all 
the teachings of his word, his 
Providence, atid his Spirit. This 
is the acceptable year of the 
Lord. Now is the day of salva- 
tion. The heavens are clothed 
in smiling mercy, aygd every 
thing joins to preclaim this 
truth, that God is propitious to 
sinners—that he 1s waiting up- 
on them tobe gracious, with lone 
suffering patience, and calling 
after them, in the most moving 
and endearing invitations of love 
and mercy, to return unto him 
and live. Saying in his word, 
“ Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters—come 
buy wine and milk without mo- 
ney and without price. Who- 
soever. will, let him take of the 
waters of life freely. As I live, 
T have no pleasure in the death 

f him that dieth. Turn ve, turn 
re, for why will ye die?’ And 
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God is also by his mfnisterine 
servants beseeching them to be 
reconciled to him; and has ap- 
pointed a preached gospel, the 
stated mean of saving them that 
believe. 

Having attended tothe ground 
of reconciliation to God, and the 
way in which it is effected, we 
- now enquire, 

What is implied in being 
Picea to Ged? And the 
question is answered in the first 
place Negatively. It implies no 
change or alteration in God. 
He is invariably, immutably, and 
cternaliy the same. He is of 
one mind.—Recenciliation im- 
plies a change in that being of 
whom it is rted, towards 
some other beine with whom 
he was previously disaffected. 
But there is no such change of 
affection in the mind of God ; 
and he is never spoken of in 
scripture as being scconetiod to 
the sinner, but invariably as_re- 
conciling the sinner to himself. 
In the words of the apostle 
which we have considered, the 
word is used in this sense in 
three verses successively—who 
hath reconciled us unto himselfi— 
reconciling the world, &c.—6e ye 
econciled unto God. itis awrong 
idea of God that he becomes re- 
conciled to the sinner, when he 
pardons him, and works faith in 
his heart. God is immutable, 
and there is no possibility of this 
change inhim. ‘The redeemed 
sinner is the object of his eter- 
nal electing love. God as really 
loves the elect sinner before, as 
after his (the sinner’s) reconcili- 
ation tohim. He loves him as 
one chosen to be a member of 
Christ, which is the only way of 
acceptance—God loved him 
from eternity, and the eternal 
love of God is the causeofhis ac- 
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sual union to Christ, in time. In 
oof of this point, see Romans 
ix. LI—I4. “ For the children 
being not yet born, neither having 
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done any good or evil, that the 
nurpose of God according to elec- 
t stand, notof werks but 
of him that ager It was said 
unto her, the elder shall serve 
ihe younecr. <As it is written 
Jecoh have I loved, but Esau 
heve I hated.”. See also, that 
declaration of the Most High, 
y the prophet Jeremiah. “I 
have loved thee with an ever/ast- 
ing love, therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee.” 
Remember, it is God in Christ 
who reconciles the world unto 
God, zn Christ, loved 
the elect sinner from eterni- 

ind itis only in CArist that 
God hath any complacency in 

inner after his conversion 
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e sinner; as great as is the 
cilerence between variance and 
ciation, hatred and love. 
itimplies that the sinner before 


he is reconciled is at variance 
at . c 
th God, and in the temper of 
uis heart wholly opposed to his 


ret . -? Re . , . ‘* : : ! 
SiC eid ba ie for, + ee ft) ~ 


veo .4 hewn he mn ny 
not, there would be NO pro- 
‘ 3 : 
in speaking of his becom- 
PeCONCHea. OF CX sOVUTE niin 
‘ aaeees ie a ae ee SAG « 
P il, IO sil hata tapat aire ady 
rheelal TOCOPCTIALON CONSISLS ¢ 


Wl, so laras he is not opposed 
Pi) 

CiS Cssentially recone 

bo Ae . a’ ; 

ito dum. It is plain, that 


ssed to God’s enemies; 
reconciliation implies friend- 
cement, and harmony, 
eit Dee omg reconcile d, 


' 


* COasinge to ve his cie- 








t. '- . 
Ito his Danas. 


mies, and becoming his real 
friends. It implies a real con- 
formity of heart to the charac- 
ter of God, and all those duties 
which arise from the law of their 
relation to him, both as crea- 
tures and as sinners. This prin- 
ciple is very extensive in its na- 
ture and exercises, as it hath 
respect to a great variety of ob- 
jects, and relative duties ; but 

it is all summed up in one com- 
prehensive term—it is the ex- 

ercise of true, supreme love to 

God. This is what is implied, 

and the whole that is implied in 

reconciliation to God. ‘The soul 

thus reconciled, is freely and 

cheerfully disposed to take his 
proper place and character, and 
vive God the throne. He is 
willing that Jehovah should be 
God, which none others are ; 
and he has such a feeling sense 
of his own criminality, in being 
ever opposed to God, and his 
covernment, that he sees, and 
feels and acknowledges how ho- 

ly and righteous God is in the 
threatening of his law, and that 
he would be perfectly just in 
making him the monument of 
his eternal wrath and vengeance. 
ile therefore accepts the punish- 
ment of his iniquities, exercises 
repentance towards God, and 
submits himsclf unconditionally 
Again, 

[fc loves the character of the 
Saviour who hath taken the part 
of God, in utterly condemning the 
sinner, and magnifying and hon- 
oring the divine law by his obe- 
dience unto death. The media- 
torial character will appear love- 
ly and glorious in the view of 
him who is truly reconciled to 
God; and irom the sense which 
he has cf his own character, as 
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debtor to divine justice, and ex- 
posed to and deserving of eter- 
nal punishment, he will feel his 
dependence on sovereign mercy, 
and put his trust alone in Christ, 
as his only and all-sufficient Sa- 
viour, who is the end of the law 
for righteousness to all them 
that believe. Such is the na- 
ture, and such the distinguish- 
ing exercises of reconciliation 
to God. Were it proper, in this 
essay, we might greatly enlarge 
upon the subject, and trace the 
operation of this divine principle 
of love to God, as it extends it- 
self throuch all the various re- 
lations of being. Do this, rea- 
der, in thine own meditations, 
and come to a ready and imme- 
diate compliance with the duty 
ef being reconciled to God. 
This, as I have endeavored to 
explain, i is nothing less than the 
exercise of supreme love to God. 
And doth not thine own con- 
science tell thee, that this is thy 
immediate and indispensible du- 
ty? Only consider what a glo- 
rious and good being God is— 
what infinite obligations thou art 
under to him! What great 
things he has done for thy sal- 
vation, in giving his Son to die— 

what means he hath used, and is 
still using with thee—how long 
he hath already waited upor: 
thee—what light and advantages 
thou enjoyest under the ¢lori- 
ous dispensation of the vos) vel, i 
know thy duty, and comply with 
his will; and canst thou feel, 
that thou hast any cloak for thy 
impenitency, or the least possi- 
ble color of excuse, why thou 
shouldst, for another moment, 
neglect to love God and be recon- 
ciled to him! Is net the exhor- 
tation perfectl; y reasonable, and 
the duty infinitely binding y upon 
thee! Answer these questions 
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to thine own conscience, as thoy 
must hereafter to thy Judge. 


ASAPH. 


An evil Heart the source of Inf. 
delity. 


N every age there hath ap: 
peared in the hearts of men 
a natural indisposition to receive 
the truth. The truth condemns 
them, and whatevever condemns 
them they endeavor to reject. 
There can scarcely be found a 
more remarkable instance of 
this, than in the conduct of the 
Jewish rulers in their treatment 
of Jesus Christ, at the hour oi 
his sufferings. ‘ Likewise also 
the chief priests mocking, said 
among themselves with the 
scribes, He saved others, him- 
self he cannot save. Let Christ 
the king of Israel, descend now 
from the cross that we e may see 
and believe.”—The chief priests 
and scribes, who spoke these 
words were men of education, 
instructors and judges in their 
own nation, and accustomed, in 
other matters, to examine, com- 
pare and weigh the strength of 
evidence ; SO that their infideli- 
ty in this instance, and after all 
that they had seen, their requir- 
ing other evidence that Christ 
vas the Son of God, evidently 
arose from an indisposition to 
receive the truth. It proved thet 
when divine restraints were 
withdrawn and their hearts were 
rancorously fixed against the 
truth, no possible degree of ev- 
idence was sufficient to silence 
their cavils, or reconcile them to 
their duty. 
The same heart is now found 
inmen. After the full and com- 
plete evidence, which God has 
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rienished forChristian doctrines 
and moral duties, they call for 
more ; and they would do the 
same, if an angel were to come 
from heaven, and in their hear- 
ing confirm the words of divine 
revelation. 

“he question with the chief 
priests and scribes was, whether 
ornot Jesus Christ was a pro- 
phet sent from God; for if this 
were allowed, they must ac- 
knowledge the truth of the doc- 
irines he taught, and that all his 
injunctions to duty ought to be 
obeved. ‘Their demand was for 
more evidence“ Let him now 
descend from the cross that we 
may see and believe.” Let us 
enquire what evidence these per- 
sons had, who still required 
more ; and if we find it was suf- 
ficient to satisfy reasonable and 
honest men, we must ascribe 
their infidelity to an evil heart of 
unbelief, which blinded their un- 
(erstanding, because they hated 
the truth which reproved them. 
And if we attend only to a sum- 
mary of the evidence set before 
them, we Shall be surprised, that 
they couid demand, “ Let him 
descend now from the cross, that 
we may see and believe.” 

_ They were in possession of 
Moses and the prophets, whom 
they professed to believe, and it 
is probable they did believe them, 
so far as sinful men can receive 
the pure oracles of God. In 
these were the promises made 
to the fathers, of a prophet who 
should be the Saviour of men. 
On these promises they relied, 
and the expectation of the peo- 
ple that the Messiah would come 
avout this time, was so highly 
raised, that although they reject- 
*d Christ, they encouraged eve- 
*y seditious person and pretend- 
cr to divine authority, of which 
Vor. VI. No. 3. 





there were many. In these wri- 
tings of Moses and the prophets, 
almost every thing’-was foretold 
literally which related tothe birth, 
life, miracles, doctrines, and suf- 
ferings of Christ. His family, the 
place of his birth, the history of 
his life, and his griefs as well as 
his glory were written afore- 
hand, by those prophets whom 
they accounted true. —It was de- 
clared that he should be poor 
and despicable in the eyes of 
mankind ; that he should be 
denied and rejected ; that he 
should be smitten for our iniqui- 
ties ; that the chastisement of 
our peace should be upon him ; 
that he should go to his suffer- 
ings, as a sheep that is dumb 
before the shearers ; and that 
he should die for the sins of the 
people. All these things were 
foretold, not only typically; but 
expressly ; so that the very 
sufferings which they beheld, 
and his hanging on the cross, 
which they upbraided, were a 
principal part of the evidence 
that he was the Christ of God. - 
Or if they looked to his mo- 
ral conduct, how pute ! how 
chaste ! how humble ! how tem- 
perate! how benevolent! how 
disposed to instruct men in the 
most important duties ! how fil- 
led with reverence of God, and 
love of his law! In all things 
how divine !—Neither were his 
doctrines or manner of teaching 
less evidential of his mission as 
a prophet, a priest, and king 
come from the Lord to bless a 
guilty and miserable world. In 
his doctrines he taught the be- 
ing, the infinite perfections, the 
law, the providence, the govern- 
ment of God, who was the Fa- 
ther and Lord of all men by cre- 
ation, and his own Father in the 


| highest sense, as he claimed to 


N 





ss 


-be one with him, and proved 
his claim by his works. 

He taught the nature of moral 
virtue, as it was never taught by 
a mere man; the depravity of 
human nature ; the necessity of 
a new heart and a new life, both 
for our duty and our happiness; 
the grace of God in forgiving 
sin, together with the terms of 
-acceptance, faith, repentance and 
new obedience ; and this obedi- 
ence he enforced by the solemn 
consideration of a judgment to 
come, and a state of eternal re- 
wards. While he held himself 
up as the Saviour of men, these 
were the doctrines which he 
taught and enforced with all au- 
thority ; doctrines which encou- 
rage virtue, reprove sin, and at 
the same time place the well- 
being of man on the sovereign 
grace of God, and his attention 
to his own duty. —To all this ev- 
idence, he added that of such 
mighty and miraculous works 
as no other ever wrought. He 
gave sight tothe blind, hearing 
to the deaf, speech to the dumb, 
and life to the dead. While one 
hour he fed an immense multi- 
tude with a basket of loaves and 
fishes, the next he commanded 
the evil spirits and they obeyed 
him. The winds and seas hear- 
ed his voice, and by directing 
the lawsof nature in their course, 
he proved himself to be the God 
of nature ; and all these things 
he did in his own name. 

This is but a summary of the 
heads of evidence which those 
persons had, that he was a pro- 
phet from the Lord and spiritual 
king of Israel ; still they said, 
Let him descend now .from. the 
cross that we may see and be- 
lieve. If this presumptuous de- 
mand had been granted, and the 
Son of God had by his cwn pow- 
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er descended from the cross, 
which he was abundantly able to 
do, is. there any probability that 
these sinners would have beliey- 
ed? On a brief review of the 
evidence they before had resist- 
ed, we shall doubtless agree 
there isno probability, this would 
have softened their obdurate 
hearts. It was not want of evi- 
dence, but a sinful heart, which 
held them in unbelief. They 
disliked the doctrines of Christ, 
and the duties he required ; they 
could not bear his just reproof, 
and therefore determined to re- 
sist the highest evidence, that 
he was a teacher sent from God 
and the Saviour of the world. 
And the case is the same with 
those, who at the present day, 
pretend to doubt of the essential 
doctrines, duties and institutions 
of religion. Either through a 
dislike of the truth, they will not 
examine the evidence; or they 
wilfully determine to reject it, 
and call for other evidence, 
which is impracticable in the na- 
ture of things, or which would 
give no additional light if it were 
granted. They say, we wish 
for stronger evidence, and that 
the truth might be made still 
plainer ; little considering, that 
the darkness is in themselves, in 
their own sinful hearts, in their 
opposition to the holy doctrines 
of God, in their dislike of duty, 
and their reluctance to part with 
the pleasures of iniquity. It 
was the sinfulness of the chiet 
priests and scribes, which made 
them overlook all the miracles 
which Christ had wrought in 
the sight of their whole nation, 
and call for a new miracle ; so 
itis the sinfulness of modern 
disbelievers and immoral pet- 
sons, Which makes them over- 
look a system of past evidence- 
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which is as perfect as infinite 
wisdom could form it, and cail 
for new light, new evidence to 
make things still plainer. If 
new evidence could be granted, 
und God were pleased to give it, 
with the hearts which they now 
have, something’ further would 
bedemanded. The difficulty is 
not from a deficiency of evi- 
dence, but from a heart unwil- 
ling to receive and obey the 
truth. Although a sinful heart 
of unbelief is no excuse. for a 
sinner, it will always make di- 
vine things’ appear obscure to 
him by hiding their beauty. 

So long as men endeavor to 
disbelieve, and quiet their con- 
sciences in disobedience to the 
cospel, they will continue to say, 
we need some clearer evidence ; 
sndthey will mistake the blind- 
ness of an evil heart, for a de- 
fegt in the light that is set be- 
{We their understanding ; still 
this Willnot excuse them before 
ai impartial Judge. When we 
consider the evidence offered to 
the Jews, we are ready to con- 
demn them for requiring that 
he should come down from the 
cross as authority for them to 
believe. This was demanding 
an unreasonable sign, and done 
ina cruel manner. 

i hose, who now disbelieve, 
should consider the additional 
evidence, which hath since aris- 
en for the system of Christian 
truth and duty, and that as they 
sid against greater light, they 
must finally appear more guilty 
mn the sight of the Judge, for 
crucifying Jesus Christ afresh, 
and putting him and his doc- 
trines to open shame before the 
world. The method of salva- 
tion through a divine Redeemer 
by the merits of his blood, and 
the sanctification of the Spirit, by 





the completion of the sacred ca- 
non, may now be more distinct- 
ly understood than it possibly 
could have been at the time of 
Christ’s death ; both the har- 
mony and the usefulness of the 
Christian doctrines are more ap- 
parent ; the mighty working of 
providence in favorofthechurch, 
and the power of the Spirit in 
converting sinners from the evil 
of their ways, and supporting his 
people under their troubles ; the 
fulfilment of the Christian pro- 
phecies in every age, and in none 

more remarkably than the pres- 
ent’; together with the preser- 
vation and gradual increase of 
the church in opposition to a! 

the power and art of its:oppo- 
sers, are a volume of evidence 
for the truth, which hath been 
increasing from the time of 
Christ to the present day ; and 
it will continue to increase by 
the mighty working of divine 
providence, until the glory of 
the Lord, and his church shall 
fill the earth. How inexcusa- 
ble are those, who, through a 
distaste to the truth and their 
own duty, neglect to search whe- 
ther these things be so! or who, 
to quiet themselves in unbelief, 
say, we wish for clearer evi- 
dence that we may know our 
duty. 

It is acknowledged that doubts 
on particular subjects may hon- 
estly arise ; also, that all truths 
are not of equal importance ; 
but when we see persons who 
have been educated in the midst 
of a Christian Jand, with the 
fairest advantages for instruction, 
questioning the whole scheme 
of revelation; we may justly 
impute their doubts to unholi- 
ness of heart. They dislike the 
restraints, they do not love the 
duties of religien. . When ani 
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man finds doubts arising in his 
mind, concerning the doctrines 
and duties of religion, let him 
carefully examine, whether they 
do not proceed from a disaffec- 
tion of heart to the truth ; and 
if he finds this to be in any de- 
gree the cause, let him be assu- 
red they will not mitigate his 
sinin the sight of the glorious 
Judge before whom ali must 
soon appear. 
M. 


= + 


Lo the Editors of the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE following narrative 
was handed me,some time since, 
at my request, for publication, 
if it should be thought proper. 
I have abbreviated it in some 
parts, and’ made some small al- 
teration in the language. It is 
submitted to your perusal; and 
if you judge it may be useful, 
you will please to give it a place 
in your entertaining and instruc- 
tive miscellany. I have made 
enquiry concerning the subject, 
and do not learn but that he con- 
ducts agreeable to the character 
of a new creature. 


REsPECTED AnD Dear Si, 


N compliance with your re- 

quest, send you some sketch- 
es of God’s merciful dealings 
with one of the chief of sinners. 
I have looked up to the Father of 
lights, that he would enable me 
to give a faithful narrative and 
write what may be for his de- 
clarative glory. In this way I 
would humbly acknowledge the 
infinite debt I owe to divine mer- 
cy, and pray that God would 
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render this display of his marvel- 
lous grace beneficial to others. 

1 was bern on Lord’s day 
morning, July 14, 1754, and on 
the ensuing Lord’s day publicly 
dedicated by my parents to the 
holy Trinity in baptism. 

I have very little remembrance 
of what passed in. the earlier 
part of my childhood, but am in- 
formed, I was the subject of 
much sickness and bodily dis- 
tress. When about four years 
of age was brought nigh unto 
death, but through divine mercy, 
was restored to a tolerable state 
of health. At nine years of age 
I left my parents and went to 
live with a relation, at the dis- 
tance of seventy miles, with 
whom I continued near twelve 
years. While I remained with 
my parents I received frequent 
good instructions from my mo- 
ther, who, I trust, was a pious 
woman, and believe my mind at 
that time had a serious turn. 

But after leaving my parents 
I had very little religious instruc- 
tion. When abut 18 years of 
age, through much solicitation, 
my kinsman took me to sea with 
him. Having for years past been 
allured by what I thought the 
charms of a sea-faring life, all 
my thoughts were now employ- 
ed in becoming a complete sca- 
man. I even looked down on ail 
other characters with indiffer- 
ence. Through the influence of 
bad company on a heart natural- 
ly depraved, I now thought of 
little else but how to fulfil the 
degires of the flesh, following 
the example of those who were 
older in the school of vice than 
myself. I was guilty of casting 
off all fear and restraint, of living; 
without God in the world, in 4 
continual abuse of his mercies, 
and despising his gracious offers 
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of life and salvation through his 
Son, So totally was I sunk in 
ignorance, deadness and infideli- 
ty as to be wholly regardless of 
his distinguishing goodness and 
kind providential care of me, 
which had been displayed in 
multiplied instances of sickness, 
distress and danger. Such was 
the state of my mind till it pleas- 
ed God to open my eyes to see 
my baseness and ingratitude, 
which covered my face with 
such shame and confusion that 
itseemed to me I never should 
be permitted to look up again. 
It seemed that my eyes would 
be everlastingly fixed in that 
culf of misery, so justly fitted to 
the demerits of those who des- 
pise the mercies of God. This 
was by a light from heaven, 
which surely was above the 
brightness of the sun, shining 
into the deepest recesses of my 
heart, and discovering to my 
view its exceeding sinfulness. 
This was on the 25d of June, 
739. Having been for near 
tree years laboring under se- 
vere bodily sickness, and for 
some weeks past given over by 
iy physician, my disorder baf- 
ling the power of medicine ad- 
ministered by the hand of man ; 
it pleased God on this day to 
open my eyes, to see myself in 
all my blood and sins, in all the 
cepravity of my nature, in all 
the horrors of poverty, wretch- 
edness, misery, blindness, and 
nakedness! .Finding myself in 
‘his situation, I would if possible 
have got away from myself. But 
the more I strove to get rid of 
‘hese distressing feelings the 
stronger they grew, and I found 
myself holden by the cords of 
my sins. I then began to think 
the bible was indeed the word of 
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call to the rocks and mountains 
to fall on them, to hide them 
from the face of Him who sitteth 
on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb,” were very 
forcibly impressed on my mind, 
A little after sunset I retired 
to rest under the most distressing 
apprehensions that I should nev- 
er see another morning—believe 
I slept very little, but was the 
whole night under distracting 
fears, lest the just vengeance of 
the Almighty should fall upon 
me. I got up in the morning 
ashamed to see the light, or any 
human being. I seemed to my 
self more vile than the beasts 
that perish, and even envied a 
dog, whose situation appeared to 
me preferable to mine. 

This day and the following 
days, the Spirit of the Lord con- 
vinced me of particular sins, 
causing me to look back on my 
past life, showing me that the 
whole had been one continued 
object of God’s goodness and 
eare; and that one continued 
series of transgressions, iniqui- 
ties, and sins had been the only 
returns I had made. From this 
view of things I considered my- 
self justly condemned by God’s 
holy law, and by my own con- 
science, which was now awaken- 
ed to witness against me. So 
long had I abused mercy that it 
seemed impossible it should ever 
be extended tome. I was in- 
deed on the borders of despair. 

In this situation of horror and 
distress, I continued near ten 
days. Much of the time I was 
exceedingly hungry, but afraid 
to ask for food, and when I had 
it before me, was sometimes 
afraid to eat ; for I saw that eve- 
ry thing came from the hand of 
God and that I was utterly un- 
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ter having been near. ten days in 
this condition, one afternoon, I 
think on the 3d of July, I expe- 
rienced what has ever since been 
cause of wonder to me. I seem- 
ed to experience immediate 
transition from darkness to light, 
from misery to joy, &c. 

After this day something of 
that load of guilt and misery, 
which had lam so heavy upon 
me, seemed to be removed. I 
now began to have a gleam of 
hope that all was not lost. I 
remained, however, in much 
distress and anxiety, till I came 
to the place of my nativity, 
having been absent more than 
twelve years. Having been home 
eight days, taking up Boston’s 
Four-foild State, which accident- 
ally lay before me, I found some- 
thing which immediately arrest- 
ed my attention, and before I 
had read two pages, was almost 
convinced that God designed 
mercy for me, and was now a- 
bout showing me the way. I 
continued reading that excellent 
book, I believe, till bed time, and 
next day resumed the perusal of 
it, which I continued to do till I 
had got through it. Encouraged 
by this, I began to entertain 
hopes of finding the enly reme- 
dy for sin-sick souls. 

I began now to read the scrip- 
tures with more caution and at- 
tention than I ever had been 
wont to do, and seemed to dis- 
cover something of their import- 
ance. I began now to be encour- 
aged, and to hope in God, and to 
pray to him in secret, confessing 
snyself utterly unworthy his fa- 
vor. I saw myself to be justly 
condemned by his righteous law, 
and had nothing to plead for my 
excuse in so long living in sin 
and unbelief, which I now saw to 
be the soul-destroying sin, and 
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inlet to all others. Nor could I 
plead the merits of Christ, for I 
was now convicted of sin as an 
unbeliever, and a stranger to the 
covenants of promise. I felt the 
truth of these words of Christ, 
* No man can come unto me 
except the Father who hath sent 
me draw him.” I saw that | 
could do nothing but lie at the 
feet of sovereign mercy and beg, 
as a poor soul ready to perish, 
that God would draw me to his 
dear Son, and enable me to re- 
ceive him as he is graciously of- 
fered to the chief of sinners. 

in this situation I continued 
for several weeks, in the use of 
the means which God has gra- 
ciously appointed. Sometimes, 
when I found satisfaction from 
reading the scriptures, praying, 
&e. and that great part of the 
load of sin and shame which had 
lain so heavy upon me was re- 
moved ; I was ready to conclude 
that I did believe in the Lord 
Jesus. Atother times I would 
be alarmed to find my convic- 
tions abated, fearing [ should 
wholly lose them, and with 
them all farther care for secur- 
ing my everlasting well-being, 
and return again like the dog to 
his vomit. But adored be the 
author and finisher of faith, who 
was graciously pleased to put 
such helps into my hands, as 
that by his blessing my under- 
standing was enlightened to see 
the excellency and beauty of the 
way of salvation through his 
dear Son. I was convinced that 
nothing short of infinite wisdom 
and almighty power could ever 
devise and execute such a plan. 
I saw that such condescension, 
mercy and love to man passeth all 
understanding. Well may the 
angels desire to look into these 
mysteries. Yet though the un- 
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derstanding be enlightened: to 
cee the fitness of this plan, it 
oppears to me from what I have 
experienced in my Own Case, 
there is a work of almighty pow- 
ertobe put forth to overcome 
the will and captivate it to an ac- 
tual embracing of this salvation. 
For some weeks after I was 
brought to acquiesce in the plan, 
in general, I was kept in a state 
of doubts and fears. But he who 
I trust had begun a good work 
in me was graciously pleased to 
carry iton, by giving me to see 
the necessity of an actual appli- 
cation of the Lord Jesus to our- 
selves, by giving up ourselves to 
him inan everlasting covenant 
on the terms of the gospel.— 
This act I humbly conceive to 
belong to the very essence of 
saving faith. To this actual 
reception of my Lord and my 
God, the Father of mercies I 
trust brought me through the 
instrumentality of Mr. Flavel’s 
sermons, in which he seems to 
throw the clearest light on the 
doctrines of grace. On read- 
ing in particular his sermon on 
Christ’s solemn call and invita- 
tion to sinners to come unto 
him, it pleased the Lord, by 


my , heart, to show me that all 
my former doubts and fears 
Were directly against the inter- 
est of my soul, and that Satan 
hedin this way been making 
use of my unbelieving heart to 
iinder me from coming to him 
who has most graciously declar- 
ed, saying, “ Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy la- 
den and I will give you rest.” 
After this I was enabled. cheer- 
lully to prostrate myself at the 
throne of grace and give myself 
up to him, who is called the 


ceive him as I trust, with joy and 
thankfulness, that God should 
provide such a complete and all- 
sufficient Saviour. 

After thus giving up myself 
to the Lord Jesus, there seemed 
to be something yet wanting ; 
I wanted to know assuredly that 
what I had done was approved 
of God. For this mercy I sent 
up many petitions, entreating 
the Lord that he would give me 
comfort and assurance in the 
promises. And as though the 
richest jewel in heaven was not 
to be denied such a poor wretch, 
it pleased the Lord, as I think, 
to give me this also. 

For on Lord’s day, May 23, 
1790, after having spent the day 
with an unusual calmness and se- 
renity of mind, in reading the 
scriptures, and acts of devotion, 
about half an hour before sunset, 
as I was walking the room, ere 
ever I was aware, it seemed to 
me I was in the midst of Lory ! 
I looked around me to see if I 
had been transported from the 
earth, but finding myself sur- 
rounded with the same objects 
as before ; I stood still to consi- 
der what it should mean. Look- 
ing out of the window, every 
thing wore a different aspect. 
The trees being then in blcom, 
each leaf and blossom appeared 
to wear a smile of complacency, 
and speak our Creator’s praise. 
While thus standing in wonder 
and amazement, Rom. vi. 1, was 
brought to my mind in such a 
manner as I never before expe- 
rienced, being set home as with 
almighty energy on my soul. 

What shall we say then? Shalt 
qwe continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? While remaining in 
the same posture, Rom. vill. 15, 
16, (For ye have not received the 
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but ye have received the spirit of 
adofition, whereby we cry, Abba, 
father. The spirit itself beareth 
witness with our sfirtt, that we 
are the children of God ;) was 
brought to my mind in the same 
manner. And immediately Eph. 
i. 13, 14, Jn whom ye also trust- 
ed, after that ye heard the words 
of truth, the gosfiel of your salva- 
tion 3 in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy spirit of promise, which is 
the earnest of our inheritance, un- 
til the redemfition of the frurchased 
possession unto the praise of his 
glory. 

I stood no longer wondering 
what it should mean, but seem- 
ed convinced by an intuitive 
know!edge, that it was none oth- 
er than the Holy Spirit, sealing 
me to the day of redemption, 
and filline me with that peace 
and joy in believing, which pas- 
seth ali understanding. And 
lest some should think this was 
only a sudden flight of imagina- 
tion, let me tell them this frame 
and temper continued most of 
the week in a very great degree, 
causing me frequently to shed 
floods of tears for joy, and being 
overcome with such astonishing 
grace ! 

Thus I have endeavored, thro’ 
divine assistance, to give, though 
in a poor, weak, and incoherent 
manner, a few instances of the 
divine compassion towards the 
chief of sinners. And I do now 
beseech the Father of mercies, 
that he would be graciously 
pleased to cause his blessing to 
rest upon this attempt to show 
forth his praise, and proclaim 
the riches of free grace in Christ 
Jesus: That he would cause it 
to be made subservient to the 
comfort of his children, and the 
awakening of some of those who 
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are still going on in trespasses 
and sins. O God of boundless 
love and compassion, have pity 
on such as are so far sunk in ig. 
norance, blindness, and infidel}. 
ty, as not to discover the infinite 
obligations they lie under to thee, 
as their continual preserver and 
beriefactor, and who hast not 
withheld thine only Son, but de- 
liveredst him up to be crucified 
and slain, that we rebels should 
live for ever. Lord, give them 
hearts susceptible of light and 
truth ; and do thou, who com- 
mandedst the light to shine outof 
darkness, shine into their souls, 
to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ; to whom 
with God the Father, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be rendered as- 
criptions of glory and honor, and 
majesty, and dominion, for ever 
andever. Amen. 
F. A. 
April 15, 1794. 
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From the Christian Observer. 

Remarks on the Nature of Minis- 
terial Faithfulness, druwn from 
the example of John the Bap.- 
liste 


HRISTIANS in general, 
and the ministers of the 
gospel in particular, may derive 
some useful and important hints 
respecting the mature of minis- 
terial faithfulness, from the ac- 
count which is given in scrip- 
ture of the preaching of John the 
Baptist. Heis there character- 
ised as a preacherof repentance ; 
and he unquestionably was very 
faithfvl in this duty. He an- 
nounced, at the same time, the 
approach of Jesus Christ, from 
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whence it may be inferred, that 
the doctrine of repentance ought 
always to accompany the publi- 
cation of the glad tidings of sal- 
vation. : 

Repentance is not a popular 
topic. Nevertheless, alarge con- 
eregation comes even into the 
wilderness to listen to John, and 
to be baptized of him. Does he 
proceed to flatter those who are 
theregathered round him? Does 
he intimate that the duty of re- 
pentance, though neglected by 
others, may be presumed to 
have been already sufficiently 
fulfilled by the generality of his 
audience? Does he inveigh a- 
eainst the absent, and spare his 
own hearers? “O generation 
of vipers,” said he, * who hath 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ;"— say not 
within yourselves we have Abra- 
ham to our father ;” boast not 
of your privileges as Jews ; 
bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance "== for now is the 
sxe laid tothe root of the tree. 
Uvery tree, therefore, that bring- 
eth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire.” 

The people after this awful 
warning draw near, and ask, 
what shall we do then? How 
does the Baptist reply ? What 
doctrine of the gospel does he 
urge? Which Of its essential 
truths does he unfold? His an- 
swer is, “ He that hath two 
coats let him impart to him that 
hath none, and he that hath meat 
lct him do likewise.” 

Thave no doubt that the mul- 
titude were much disappointed 
by this reply. Probably many 
of thern camie to ste some strik- 
ing exhibition, and to hear some 
wonderful revelation ; many, no 
coubt, hoped to have their pres- 
ent character approved, their 

Vou. VI. NO. 3. 


sect preferred, and the doctrines 
on whichthey already dwelt con- 
firmed by the prophet. “ Is 
this, then, all that you have to 
say tous? Have we been at the 
pains of travelling thus far into 
the wilderness, in order merely 
to be told to part with one of our 
coats and with half of our meat 
to our poor neighbors? Is this 
the gospel ? Can such an ordin- 
ary teacher be John the true 
prophet, the forerunner of him 
who is to be the Saviour of the 
world ?” 

* Then came also publicans to 
be. baptized, and said unto him, 
master, what shall we do ? And 
he said unto them, Exact no more 
than that which is appointed 
you.” The pubiicans were the 
tax-gatherers of those days, and 
they were notorious for extor- 
tion. 

“ And the soldiers likewise 
demanded of him saying, And 
what shall we do? And he said 
untothem, Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely, 
and be content with your wa- 
ges.” The Roman soldiers were 
remarkable for their insubordin- 
ation. A few of them were placed 
in each of the conquered provin- 
ces, where they commiited per- 
petal acts of violence ; and, in 
order to justify their rapacity, 
they raised many false accusa- 
tions against the poor natives, 
whom it was their duty to protect. 
The prophet shewed remarka- 
ble courage in this last reply. 
Czsar would not have dared to 
administer the same rebuke toa 
party of soldiers. It would have 
endangered his throne. But 
the unarmed Baptist feared the 
face of no man ; and with the 
same boldness with which he 
told king Herod that it was not 





lawful for him to have his broth- 
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ev’s wife (a saying for which! he 
was beheaded,)he uttered before 
the ferocious Roman soldiery 
those truths which, though eve- 
ry one knew, no one except 
himself ventured to declare to 
their face. 

The diversity of these answers 
is a proof that John had consid- 
ered the several vices of his 
hearers. Many a rebuke is mis- 
placed, perhaps many a sermon 
is Without eflect, on account of 
its being ill-accommodatedto the 
case of the auditors. ‘There are 
seme who think it is sufficient 
to preach the gospel in general, 
or if they touch on repent- 
ance, to treat of it in general, 
without pointing out the partic- 
ular sins to be repented of. If 
a certain number of general 
truths are delivered, God, as 
they assume, will bless his own 
word as far as he sees fit; and 
should no good be done, the fail- 


ure is accounted for by God’s 


not having been pleased to add 
his blessing. This may be partly 
admitted, but it may also hap- 
pen that care has not been ta- 
ken rightly to divide the word 
of truth. The preacher may not 
have assailed his hearers on that 
side, on which they might have 
been attacked with most advan- 
tage. He may have been gen- 
eral, when he should have been 
particular ;.cr he may hare been 
timid, when boldness would have 
become him; or possibly he may 
have been bold eventorudeness: 
he may have been too unmea- 
sured in his words ; he may, 
in his heat, have charged some 
sin on the conscience more ve- 
hemently than the case admit- 
ted ; and thus instead of con- 
demning others, he may have 
stood condemn¢ d himself as a 
man who utters that which he 
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cannot make good. And, in- 
deed, they ill understand both 
the gospel and their own hearts 
who have not learnt the import- 
| ance of paying regard to circum- 
stances of time and place ; and 
who fancy that a zeal, which 
hurries them on in one strait un- 
accommodating course, is char- 
acteristic of Christianity. Zeal 
of this sort is soon learnt. It is 
easy tocontend for any doctrines 
with vehemence, but it is rot so 
easy tobend our humor, and to 
suit our conversation, to all the 
variety of cases which come be- 
fore us ; to be mild when we 
should be mild, and bold when 
we should be bold; to speak 
when we should speak, and to 
be silent when it is more pru- 
dent to restrain our tongues. It 
is far more agreeable to human 
nature to be always bold, or al- 
ways.timid, or always talkative, 
or always. silent, as our tempers 
may chance to be. It is also 
more pleasant to confme our- 
selves to one doctrine, or to one 
view of doctrines, than to direct 
our observations to the precise 
case of the anditors before us. 
It is more easy to give one an- 
swer to all men, than a separate 
reply to the several individuals 
who make their application to 
us. In the one instance a large 
acquaintance with human na- 
ture, a deep knowledge of our 
own hearts, a great superiority 
to prejudice, and a careful atten- 
tion to the case before us, are 
requisite ; in the other, it is on- 
ly necessary to be furnished with 
a few general truths, to have a} 
hand a certain stock of saying$ 
which may belearnt alinost eveu 
by rote. 

The true preacher of the gos- 
pel will, especially, direct - his 
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dice, error, temptation, or sin, 
whatever it*may be. In one 
circle it will be of one kind, in 
one of another. The soldier 
must be attacked on the ground 
of his insolence, the tax-gather- 
er for his oppression, and the 
multitude for their general sel- 
fishness; and in this consists, 
indeed, one of the great difficul- 
ties of preaching. 

The idle and superficial prea- 
cher, on the other hand, has 
icarnt to shine on a particular 
topic. Some doctrine which he 
can handle well is always his 
chosen ground. Say what you 
will, he returns to this subject. 
He thinks of no heresy, but that 
which he has skill to combat. 
Other errors as pernicious gain 
vround without being noticed. 
Sometimes it even happens that 
these superficial teachers agree- 
ing in this respect with: their 
equally superficial hearers, as- 
cribe to timidity, or to want of 
ight, the procedure which Iam 
recommending, and venture to 
iudge and condemn the minister 
who has a larger knowledge of 
iuman nature and of the gospel. 
Would not such men have blam- 
ed the Baptist on the same 
sround ? Had the soldiers ask- 
ed them, What shall we do? 
Would they not have affirmed 
some doctrinal point, in the 
preaching ef which they con- 
ceive all. boldness to consist ? 
But was there ‘not more cour- 
age in exhorting the soldiers to 
be content with their wages and 
to do violence to no man, than 
1n proclaiming to them the most 
repulsive general truth ? When 
John preached generally to Her- 
od, the king “heard him glad- 
ly 5” but when John descended 
to particulars, and said it is not 
lawful to have thy brother’s wife, 





Herod cut off the preacher’s 
head. Soitis now, men may, 
with comparative ease, be bro’t 
to hear any truths, and even to 
be fond of hearing them ; but 
while the preacher rests in gen- 
erals, the sinner is not reprov- 
ed. Why have we so many 
mere hearers who seem to know 
every truth that is to be known, 
and yet are nearly as ungovern- 
ed in their tempers and 4s lax in 
their lives as a reat part of the 
unbelievers ? One of the rea- 
sons I apprehend to be this, that 
congregations are too seldom in- 
structed in the nature ‘of their 
own particular faults. There 
are few John the Baptists to spe- 
cify their sins; there are few 
who like Nathan apply the par- 
able, and say, “ Thou art the 
man.” 

Let me not, however, be 
thought to discourage a due pro- 
portion of doctrinal preaching, 
or to undervalue evangelical 
truths. By no means. This is 
the very way in which those 
truths are found to take effect. 
Would you invite a man to be- 
lieve in Christ? first convince 
him of sin. Would you con- 
vince him of sin’ name then 
some particular sin, and prove 
that sin upon him. When bro- 
ken under a sense of it, he will 
be more disposed to confess his 
general iniquity, and to acknow- 


ledge, like David, recollecting 


his act of murder and adultery, 
“ Behold I was bornin sin and 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.” 
This isalso a mode which private 
Christians may sometimes ac- 
vantageously follow in their reli- 
gious conversation with individ- 
uals. When a man is curious 
about doctrines, reply to his re- 
ligious questions as John aun- 
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swered those of the publicans 
and soldiers, by pointing to his 
own besetting sin. Do not in- 
dulge in doctrinal disputation. 
Enter not the thorny path of 
controversy. Beware of meta- 
physical niceties and of deep and 
abstruse questions. These, in- 
deed, are topics on which he will 
be glad to enter, and perhaps 
your skill in such disquisitions 
may tempt you to accompany 
him into this field of debate. 
But remember that all doctrine 
is iJ] understood, while the con- 
science is unfecling. Prove then 
his sin upon him, and though 
you proceed no further, you will 
send him away prepared for the 
reception of further truth. Some 
other person, as I admit, may 
enter into your labors; but that 
ought to be a consideration of 
little moment. There is, indeed, 
no want of men who are ready 
to administer the consclations of 
Christianity, or to become in- 
structors of others in the more 
high and disputable points. 
a ?, 
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Reficcitons on the Nature and 
Happiness of the Heavenly 
World. 


HE mind of man is natur- 

ally impressed with an 
anxious desire of knowing what 
will be his future state when he 
is removed out of this transitory 
life. We see our friends taken 
away from us to behold them no 
more in this world; we krow 
that in a short time we ourselves 
shall be summoned to cepait 
hence and be no more scen. 
And no one has vet becn per- 





mitted to return from that un- 
known country to satisfy our 
curiosity, and to answer the nu- 
merous questions we should be 
eager to make concerning its 
nature and enjoyments. The 
book of God, indeed, which in- 
forms us of every thing that is 
most necessary for man to know, 
has partly removed the vail; 
and though it has not told us 
enough to satisfy curiosity, it 
has done what is far more im- 
portant : it has given us such a 
representation of the glery of 
the world to come as, without 
explaining its precise nature, 
may serve to elevate our expect- 
ations to the highest pitch, kin- 
dle our warmest desires, inspire 
us with fortitude to bear the 
evils of this transitory life, and 
dispose us to consider the attain- 
ment of heaven as the only ob- 
ject which may justly claim our 
anxious solicitude and mest 
strenuous endeavors. 

But let us consider what those 
circumstances are which consti- 
tute the happiness of heaven. 

1. It is the peculiar residence 
ofthe Almighty. There will be 
exhibited open displays of the 
divine glory. There also wiil be 
exhibited the most stupendous 
acts of divine frower ; there the 
mind will be continually aston- 
ished, delighted, and elevated by 
proofs of wisdom, not obscure, or 
sparing, or dubious, but clear 
and manifest; and there also 
will be poured forth in the rich- 
est variety and abundance the 
treasures of divine goodness, with- 
out any mixture of alloy or re- 
straint of enjoyment. In the 
most striking end expressive 
way will the /cve of the Father 
and of Jesus Christ, his only be- 
rotten Son, be manifested in ail 
its fulness of gceed. There toa 
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the holiness and purity of the di- 
yine nature Will shine forth in 
rays of lustre; not such, indeed, 
as will scorch the beholder, but 
rather illuminate him with their 
splendor, and transform him in- 
to the same divine image fiom 
glory to glory. 

Thus God dwells in heaven 
by the boundless manifestation 
of every thing great and glori- 
ousand good. Upon this earth, 
indeed, we see on every side 
proofs of infinite wisdom, pow- 
er,and goodness. The endless 
variety of natural productions 
ornamented with alli the vivid- 
ness of color and elegance of 
form; the magnitude of the 
heavenly bodies, the skill of their 
arrangement, and swiftness of 
their motions ; the wonderful 
structure of the human body, 
and the diversified powers of 
the human mind: all these and 
much more proclaim the pre- 
snce and hand of a master, 
whose wisdom must be infinite 
and power uncontrolable. But 
yet these no otherwise give us 
en idea of the skill of the great 
Architect, than the broken co- 
lumns, the disjointed arches, and 
the mouldering capitals, of some 
ruined edifice convey to us an 
adequate idea of the beauty and 
grandeur of the original build- 
ing. We live here in the ruins 
of a world, once, indeed, fair and 
good, but now forsaken. by its 
Kreat master, and suffered to fail 
into decay ; and the traces we 
meet with of greatness and splen- 
dor are comparatively few and 
mean. Here every thing is 


marked by imperfection. Light 
is obscured by darkness, truth is 
debased by error, good is pollu- 
ted with evil, pleasure is alloy- 
ed by pain, health is clouded by 
sickness, and every enjoyment 





is transitory, fading, uncertain. 
All the good which God here 
exhibits is equally shared by the 
wicked and corrupt. His wis- 
dom and power are displayed 
upon things comparatively of 
httle worth. The leaf cfa weed 
may discover wonderful art ; the 
shell of a contemptible fish may 
display the richest coloring ; 
the body of the vilest of men 
may shew astonishing wisdom : 
yet all these things are only, as 
it were, the rough sketches of 
infinite wisdom. They are in- 
tended only for a moment. They 
will soon be burnt up as things 
of no worth. 

I do not pretend to explain, 
or even to conjecture, in what 
way the glorious proofs of the 
divine perfections will be exhib- 
ited tous above. It is sufiicient 
for me to know that God will 
exhibit them; and I see enough 
of his unsearchable wisdom here 
below to make me give him full 
credit for a display glorious, in- 
finitely glorious, above what the 
eye hath seen or the heart of 
man can conceive. The infant 
this moment born into the world 
may possibly as well conceive 
the nature of the world in which 
it finds itself, as man, with all 
his boasted sagacity, can con- 
ceive the nature of the world to 
come. Let us rest satisfied that 
it will be a perfect, as well as 
glorious, display, of every divine 
attribute : such a display as 
throughout eternity will excite 
our gratitude, our admiration, 
our love, our humility. 

2. The inhabitants of heaven 
are related to God as his people. 
It was evidently his intention in 
separating them from the world, 
to exalt them, to purify them, to 
deliver them from every evil 
and imperfection, to make them 
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partakers of a new and divine 
nature, to assimilate them to 
himself, and to glorify and beat- 
ify them with himself in a bet- 
ter and purer state. In heaven 
they will be his people: singled 
out, as it were, that they may 
receive the most abundant com- 
munication of his grace and mer- 
cy ; and thatthe glory of his 
goodness, truth, love, and holi- 
ness, may be wonderfully dis- 
played in the perfection of their 
felicity, the purity of their na- 
ture, and the completeness of 
their beatification. 

But in order that this relation 
may subsist in perfection, it is 
absointely necessary that a pre- 
vious conformity innature should 
take place between man and 
God. And sucha change does 
take place. A restoration to the 
original state of purity in which 
he was created takes place thro’ 
Christ, who is the resurrection 
and the life. No longer blinded 
by ignorance and enslaved by 
sin, men are enlightened to know 
the inestimable privileges to 
which they are called, and the in- 
finite value of the relation in 
which they stand to God. No 
guilt causes them to hide them- 
selves from him like Adam.— 
They love their God whose per- 
fections they now understand ; 
andthey love all his precepts, 
the excellency of which they can 
now clearly discover. There 
the will is rectified ; it coincides 
with the judgment. ‘The affec- 
tions are purified ; they will be 
fixed only upon proper objects. 
No more will there be a strug- 
gle between inclination and du- 
ty, between conscience and in- 
terest. The relation we shall 
bear to Ged will be the matter 
of our highest exultation ; our 
most honorable distinction : and 





we shall glory in it as our no. 
blest privilege. 

3. But let not the Son of God 
be ever forgotten while we speak 
or think of heaven. ‘To him we 
owe every thing. He purchas. 
ed us by his precious blood. He 
sought us when we had wander- 
ed far from our father’s fold. 
To his loving kindness, patience, 
and bounty, we owe every hope 
in time and eternity. He isthe 
bond of union between us and 
his father. He is the center of 
the relation which will exist be- 
tween the redeemed and their 
God. Behold here the perfect 
accomplishment of his labors. 
For this he travailed and suffer- 
ed death on the cross—that he 
might thus restore man to. God, 
and reconcile Gon to men ; that 
a blessed, holy, and eternal rela- 
tion might hein eforwards sub- 
sist between them ; he in them 
and they in him, that they all 
might be one with God, even 
as Christ is one with the Fa- 
ther. 

4. Theblessed above are ¢ 
livered from evéry evil—freed 
for ever from pain, from sorrow, 
from death. In_ heaven every 
source of evil will for ever be cut 
off. The justice of God will be 
satisfied, and his displeasure a- 
rainst us be for ever forgo 
Ourown minds will have become 
perfectly pure and holy, and 
therefore ho corruptions can ev- 
er disturb our tranquillity. And 
all around us will be partakers of 
the same holy nature ; so that 
they will be disposed only to con- 
tribute by every means ia their 
power to our peace and happi- 
ness. Qh, glorious state ! where 
envy shall never corrode the 
breast ; where passion and re- 
sentment shall never ruffle the 
peace of our minds; where 








ropceit of ourselves; where a 
mean jealousy shall never be 
sarbored in the soul ; where ig- 
porance shall never lead us a- 
stray, or temptations seduce us 
from the path of duty. Oh, 
happy state! in which a pure 
benevolence shall. expand every 
bosom ; in which fervent love 
shall dictate the performance of 
every duty ; im which you will 
never see any thing in your 
neighbor to give you pain or 
ericf. Here, alas! even good 
menare too often suspicious of 
each other, and diseern such fail- 
ings and imperfections in them- 
sclves and others, as prevent the 
fullexercise of Christian love. 
but there ali shall love their 
weighbor truly as themselves ; 
od love their God with all their 
ueart, and with all their soul, and 
with all their strength. Oh, 
sed state ! in which no fear 

“i danger or apprehension of 
“nge shall ever for a moment 

stub our tranquillity and joy. 
lieppy state in which a weak 
.l corrupt bedy shall no longer 

be the clog ef the soul ; in which 
\ness shall no longer impede 
us in doing our duty ; or death 
repaurate us from those we love. 
ilappy state ! where no enemies 


' . 
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wide shall never instil a vain 
pt 


wzim, and no voice of 
threatening or vielence shall ev- 
er be heard. 

See, Christan, what a glorious 
prize is set before you! You are 
contending not for an earthly 
kingdom, but for what is infinite- 
ly nore valuable, for a crown of 
“ory. Ponder upon ihe eternal 
uappibess which the redeemed 
enjoy above, and then say is it 
not Worth all your pains and en- 
“cavors to secure such an inher- 
tance! Girdup, therefore, the 
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heaven with an earnestness in 
some degree proportioned to its 
excellence. Do vou meet with 
difficulties ? Is self-denial requir- 
ed? Consider whether you will 
not be richly repaid in the end. 
Do you encounter the frowns or 
the ridicule of your associates ? 
Think how extreme that folly 
must be which will give up such 
a glorious and eternal inheri- 
tance, on account of the laugh of 
a sinful worm of the earth. No, 
heaven is worth all you can sul- 
fer, though your life were requir- 
ed as the purchase: heaven is 
worth ail you can do to obtain it. 
And as for you, who have 
truly repented of your sins, who 
have truly applied for pardon 
through Christ, and who mani- 
fest the sincerity of your faith 
by your works: let me exhort 
youto make yourcalling and elec- 
tion sure. See that you are well 
¢rounded in faith and hope, and 
be not deceiving yourselves in 
this matter. Death may come 
very unexpectedly, and very 
soon ; and it will be a dreadfut 
thing then to be in doubt about 
your state. You can have no 
comfort irom the consideration 
of the glory of heaven, till you 
have first a well founded hope of 
your having an interest in it.— 
It is worth a whole world to cb- 
tain this; and blessed be God 
it may be obtained. ‘The prom- 
ises of God offer it, and the Re- 
deemer we serve will give it 
to those whe faitfully seck it. 
And let the contemplation of the 
world to come serve to wean 
your affections from every thing 
here below, and teach you toe 
look ufion death without fear.— 
What, indeed, is death to the re- 
al Christian but the beginning of 
a glorious and immortal life, the 
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prison ? Were such views real- 
ized they would reconcile you to 
the death of relatioris as dear to 
you as your own souls ; for what 
is there really afflicting in the 
tleath of those who sleep in Je- 
gus? They would also teach you 
to bear properly the evils and 
troubles of life. Your light trib- 
ulations, which are but for a mo- 
ment, would work out for you 
a mote exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Estimate by 
comparison with the happiness 
of heaven the fileasures of this 
vain and tfansitory life, and see 
how poor they all are, and how 
little worth that eager pursuit 
with which they are sought by 
many. Finally, let this glorious 
prospect animate and cheer you 
whenever you faintor are weary. 
All this scene of blessedness is 
ready to open upon you as soon 
as you put off this mortal life, 
which may be in a very short 
time, and cannot be at a very 
distant period. See then that 
you are walking worthy of the 
vocation with which you are call- 
ed, daily living as those who are 
expecting and waiting for sucha 
¢lory ready tobe revealed. Re- 
member that here that relation 
must be begin between you and 
God, which is only perfected 
above. There is a difference, ra- 
ther in degree than in kind, be- 
tween the employments and the 
enjoyments of the church below 
and the church above. See then 
that you look upon this life as a 
preparation only for a better, and 
that having this hope you purify 
yourselves even as he who hath 
called you is pure. 

But let it be remembered, that 
the same scriptures which de- 
clare to us the happiness of hea- 
ven, declare also, with equal 
élearness and fulness, that no im- 


penitent sinner shall be admitted 
into it. Know ye not that the 
tinrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceivs 
éd. No fornicator, or adulterer, 
or unclean person shall have any 
inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ. The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the peo- 
ple who forget God. Upon the 
wicked God will rain snares, fire, 
brimstone, and a terrible tem: 
pest, this shall be their portion ; 
a portion how different from that 
which we have just been describ. 
ing ! 

Now may I not appeal to thé 
consciences of some of my read- 
ers on this point: that they 
have no part or Jot in this glori- 
ous inheritarice of the saints’? 
If the wicked are excluded, they 
are excluded. If none can en- 
ter into the kingdom of God but 
those that are born of the Spirit 
of God, they are not born again, 
as their own consciences bear 
them witness. If it is necessary 
that we should possess a true 
and living faith in order to be 
united to Christ ; they have no 
such faith, and therefore are not 
one with Christ and Christ with 
them. Ina word, if the whole 
current of scripture declares, in 
the most pointed and express 
manner, that none are admitted 
into the kingdom of heaven but 
such as are previously prepared 
and fitted for it, by repentance, 
faith, and holiness; then they 
stand excluded. Do not say 
that you are no worse than your 
neighbors, and that many others 
are as careless about their sou's 
asyou are. Itis too true: our 
Saviour has said the same: 
“wide isthe gate and broad is 
the way that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there are that 
penter in thereat; and strait i 
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the gate and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” But while 
J would alarm you who are im- 
penitent with a sense of your 
danger, I would also beseech 
you to reflect that it is not yet 
too late; though you know not 
how soon it may be. Blessed 
be God, the door of mercy is 
stillopen. By all the unspeak- 
able joys which I have described, 
by all the terrors of everlasting 
destruction, remain not, I intreat 
you, in a state of sin, or even of 
doubt, about your salvation. Let 
not so great and glorious a trea- 
sure, as is offered to you, be lost, 
because you would not accept it. 
This day, while it i$ called to- 
day, refiect seriously upon the 
world to come. ‘Think of the 
blessedness of dying in the Lord, 
and being admitted into heaven ; 
und of the misery of perishing 
ior ever; and may the Lord 
give you repentamce and true 
conversion. 


OURANIWUS. 





from the Christian Observer. 


The Nature and Effects of Chris- 
tian Courtesy exemplified. 


SHORT time since, I paid 
a visit to an old friend at 
his residence in a remote part of 
the kingdom, whom I had not 
seen for eighteen years, and I 
am disposed to think the narra- 
tive of the circumstances of that 
interview, and of the consequen- 
ces attending it, will not be un- 
interesting to yourself or your 
readers. 
My acquaintance with The- 
ophilus (for that is the title under 
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of my friend,) began at the uni- 
versity, which we entered and 
quitted nearly at the same time ; 
and it was improved into an in- 
timacy by an occasional inter- 
course of several years. He was 
sensibic, lively, affable, generous, 
and humane; but with these 
qualities he had one fault, which 
often made me tremble for its 
consequences, an impetuosity of 
temper, which ill brooked oppo- 
sition or restraint. In 1785 I left 
England, under a promise of 
writing to Theophilus, which I 
never performed, although I al- 
ways retained a sincere regard 
for him. I returned to my na- 
tive country at the close of the 
last century, and enquiring after 
the companion of my youth, I 
learnt that, in 1787, he had suc- 
ceeded toa large estate in 
shire, atid had ever since lived 
in the country, visiting the me- 
tropolis onty when called to it by 
business of importance. 
Intending to surprise him by 
an early visit, I forebore writing 
to him, but from circumstances 
which it is unnecessary to par- 
ticularize, I had no opportunity 
of executing my intention before 
the beginning of last September, 
when, without any previous no- 
tice, I repaired to his house. At 
the distance of three quarters of 
a mile from it, I passed through 
a village, which 1 was informed 
had been established by Theoph- 
ilus ; the neatness of the cotta- 
ges, and the appearance of their 
inhabitants bespoke industry, or- 
der, economy, and comfort. My 
naine, as that of a perfect stran- 
ger, was announced to him by 
a servant. 1 heard it repeated 
with a vivacity which convinced 
me that I was not forgotten, and 
that I should be a welcome visi- 
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my friend took me by the hand, 
aid bis voice confirmed what his 
countenence expressed, that he 
wes really glad to sce me 

We had chatted meoce th an an 
hour, Wi pe all the hilarity and 
interest hich arenewed friend- 
sh Ips hs long separation, n- 
spires, when we were most Cis- 
agreeably interrupted by rude 
noises at the gate : a servant en- 


>3 ¢ 


tering announced the arrival of 


some clamorous complaimants, 
who required the interposition 
of my friend as a magistrate. 
lie immediately arose, apologis- 
ed for the necessity of attending 
his duty, and was preparing to 
teave the room, when I request- 
ed to accompany him. The par- 
ties stated their complaints, 
which had arisen out of a drun- 
ken brawl, with the greatest ve- 
nemence, although ey were so 
trifling and ridiculous, that I 
could not suppress my vexation 
at the il timed intrusion. My 
friend, however, heard th en, 
not merely With patience, but 
with complacency, and I admir- 
ed the dexterity with which he 
soothed and composed the enra- 
ged opponents, and the well ad- 
zpted, impressive admonition 
with which he discharged, after 
having reconciled, them. All 
this was done without any emo- 
tion, ane with so much good hu- 
mor, that ti coul id nof conceal my 
surprise. "Pheophilus, smiling, 
replied, § You knew me at a 
time when { should not have 
borne such a scene with so much 
composure, but since our sepa- 
ration I have been siudying mo- 
rals and manners in that “book, 
(pointing to one which I saw was 
a bible ;) in that,” continuing 
his discourse with a rising ani- 
mation in his vwice and eyes, 
“ there is a character described, 
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which no mortal can ever hope 
equal, but which F daily study, 

; amodel of unattainable though 
scaitahie perfection ; a character 
which combines sueh dignity 
and condescension, such sublim- 
ity and humility, so much for- 
bearance under affront, such pa- 
tience under ill usage, such love 
to God, and such good will to 
man, evinced by habitual piety 
and philanthropy, that even men 
of the world are compelled to 
admire it, whilst those to whom it 
is given to understand it love and 
adore it. Imagination never con- 

ved a character so amiable, 
so elevated.” Trom this and 
some other expressions I sus- 
pected Theophilus had become 
a Methodist,and the morning and 
evening use of family prayer, 
with the general tenor of his 
conversation, so different from 
what it used to be, tended strong- 
ly to confirm the suspicion, al- 
though I sawmothing in his be- 
havior or in that of his family, of 
ihe cant, precision, and formali- 
ty attributed to people of that 
denomination. The suspicion, 
however, (I now confess it with 
shame,) abated somewhat of that 
cordiality which I felt on the 
first renewal of our intimacy ; 
but an intercourse of a few days 
completely annihilated it, and 
my admiration of his character 
and love of his person hourly in- 
creased. His deportment was 
so invariably courteous and kind, 
his conversation, though serious, 
was so free from gloom, so affa- 
ble and cheerful, his whole de- 
meanor was so graceful and en- 
raving, that I never saw the 
character of a fine gentleman 
more strikingly displayed than 
by him. Decorum, civility, and 
politeness, we expect, and usual- 
ly find, in persons of a cert ain 
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rank in life ; but in him they ap- 
peared the expressions of innate 
benevolence. His complacency 
was without effort, the result of 
principle, the indication of a 
mind disciplined and composed, 
and although I knew that his 
thoughts were frequently occu- 
pied by business of urgent im- 
portance, Which required intense 
consideration, I never saw him 
a)sent or embarrassed in society, 
or inattentive to conversation, 
to which, without any appcar- 
ance of dictating, he often gave 
an improving and entertaining 
tone. But nothing struck me 
more forcibly than his behavior 
to young people ; he seemed to 
feel that to be extensively useful 
tothem he must possess their 
esteem and confidence, and as 
this was an object which he had 
constantly in view, he coftcilia- 
ted their attachment by a famili- 
arity which never lessened their 
respect for him; he would join 
them in the hours of recreation, 
participate their gaiety, and pro- 
mote their innocent amusements; 
and without the repulsive for- 
mality of instruction contrived, 
even at those times, to impress 
upon their minds useful know- 
led¢e and important truths ; and 
when he assembled them, as he 
olten did, for the express pur- 
pose of instruction, it was con- 
veyed in such a mode that they 
seemed as anxious to receive it 
as he was willing to impart it. 
Nor was the society of Theoph- 
ilus less agreeable to the aged ; 
the same behavior endeared him 
tothem which conciliated the 
youne: in short, as a master, a 
landlord, or a member of socie- 
ty, he was equally respected and 
esteemed by his family, his ten- 
ants, and his neighbors, and the 
influence of his opinions and con- 








duct was beneficially felt where- 
ver they were known. The em- 
barrassed applied to him for ad- 
vice, the distressed for assistance, 
and the unhappy for consolation, 
and the sympathy which he felt 
and exhibited en such occasions 
gave a grace to his generosity, 
and a softness to his admonition, 
which gained the affections, as 
well as the gratitude, of those 
whom he relieved. I regretted 
that I could not see him in the 
character of a husband and fa- 
ther, but he had lost his wife 
three years before my visit to 
him, and the death of his only 
child had preceded tlrat of its 
mother. 

When I visited Theophilus it 
was my intention to pass a few 
days only with him, but I was 
attracted by the irresistible fas- 
cination of his society to prolong 
my stay. I joined in all the dai- 
ly devotions of the family at first, 
rather (1 will not disguise the 
truth) from a motive of conform- 
ity than from a sense of religion. 
But it was impossible to be long 
in the company of Theophilus 
without feeling the influence of 
his character. The union of pi- 
ety and external elegance is ir- 
resistible ; in him they were 
united, beyond what I ever saw 


in any man, and it was evident 


that he had,not learned polite- 
ness from the fashionable world 
only, but that it was the expres- 
sion of principle and feeling 
combined. The prayers which 
he used in the family were ei- 
ther those of our church, or com- 
pilations from the different ser- 


vices of it, or compositions of: 


our best divines ; and they were 
uttered by him with so much un- 
feigned devotion, that it was im- 
possible to hear them often with- 
out being affected by them. I 
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had, in fact, become in love with 
religion before I knew what it 
was, for although my mind had 
not been indurated by the max- 
ims of infidel philosophy, I had 
never seriously considered the 
subject of revelation. 

Theophilus remarked with 
pleasure the traces of this alter- 
ation, he improved the opportu- 
nity afforded him by it, of intro- 
ducing moral and religious to- 
pics of conversation, to which, in 
the first days of our renewed ac- 
quaintance, [ should have paid 
little attention; and he led me 
insensibly to the perusal of books 
calculated to enlighten my ‘un- 
derstanding, and awaken and 
alarm my appréhensions. Some- 
times he would descant on the 
frivolous or vicious pursuits of 
the times, expatiate on the mis- 
ery occasioned by them to indi- 
viduals, families, and the nation; 
or contrast the turbulence and 
anxiety of a life of dissipation 
with the solid composure ofa 
religious mind, and the dying 
despair or insensibility of the im- 
penitent sinner, with the serene 
confidence of the true believer. 
All this was done with so much 
judgment, that I felt its effect 
without perceiving the object of 
it. To shorten the narrative, I 
had passed 3 month with him, 
when one evening after he had 
read a discourse to his family, 
which furnished the subject of 
our subsequent conversation, he 
addressed me with an awful, af- 
fecting seriousness, and in terms 
which I shall never forget. 

‘- | Jove you, Edward, (said he) 
azd I mean to give you a solid 
proof of my affection. Our 
friendship began in youth, and 
was founded on a similarity of 
dispositions, which led us to the 
same occupations and amuse- 
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ments. Let the friendship of our 
declining years be cemented by: 
the rational desire of promoting 
the eternal welfare cf each other. 
I now look back to the time when 
we passed our mornings and 


evenings together, in follies and 


pleasures, asa period ofdelirium ; 
and whilst I tremble at the re- 
collection of the dangers in which 
we were plunged by it, I adore 
with unspeakable gratitude the 
mercy which rescued me from 
it. To you I am bound to make 
this confession as an atonement 
for my criminality, in encoure- 
ging by my example and parti- 
cipation the thoughtless dissipa- 
tion of your younger years. Iy- 
norant of your situation abroad, 
and unapprised even whether 
you were living or dead, what 
pain have I not felt from the re- 
collection of that period, and of- 
ten have I raised my voice in 
prayer for you to the God of 
mercy, that he would look down 
upon you with compassion, and 
recal you from the dangerous 
courses in which you began the 
career of lite. Most devoutly do 
I thank him, that he has afford- 
ed me an opportunity of telling 
you this myself; most devoutly 
do I implore him, that under his 
good providence I may be the 
means of rescuing my friend 
from the misery and destruction 
of sin. Eighteen years, the third 
part of our lives, have clapsed 
in absence from each other; they 
have passed like a dream, and 
the remainder of cur allotted ex- 
istence, be it more or less, will 
soon vanish in the same manner, 
and the question, which we can- 
not evagle, will then be asked, 
how we have passed our lives? 
Have we lived to the glory of 
God or to ourselves? What an 
alarming question te beings, wha 
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are created for an eternity of 
happiness or misery, deriving 
from nature a propensity to evil 
and aversion from good, with an 
incapacity in themselves to will 
or to do any thing pleasing to 
God! But the gracious Father 
of mankind has not placed his 
children in a state of remediless 
misery, he has not imposed ob- 
ligations upon them which can- 
not be discharged ; and though 
we cannot save ourselves, he has 
provided a salvation for us. Pe- 
ruse the volume of eternal life, 
which has been given for our in- 
formation ; there the mystery of 
the redemption of man, which 
human imagination could never 
have conceived, is plainly reveal- 
ed. Ruined by sin, man must 
have perished for ever, if the 
Son of God had not descended 
from heaven and mace atone- 
ment for the sins of the world. 
He has berne the burthen of our 


niguities, and the gates of im- 
mortality are no longer barred 
against us. ‘Through faith in 
tim we have access to the man- 
sions of heavenly bliss, for he is 
tac way, and the truth, and the 
life. But we cannot enter them 
with the pollutions of carnal de- 
sires and appetites, with earthly 
passions and affections ; our de- 
sires must first be spiritualized, 
our affections sanctified, our na- 
tures must undergo a purifica- 
lon, we must become new crea- 
lure before we are meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light ; for this pur- 
pose a sanctifier is no less offer- 
ed to man than a Redeemer, 
who sheds his purifying influ- 
ence upon those whe devoutly 
implore it, in the name of Jesus. 
hus redeemed and sanetified 
What a scene of glory opens to 


i 


its thrones and potentates, their 
dignities and splendors, fade be-« 
fore it like the shadows of the 
night before the rising sun. But 
it isa theme too vast for mortal 
tongue, a vision too bright for 
human eyes.” 

Here Theophilus paused for a 
few moments, absorbed in con- 
templation of the divine wisdom 
and benevolence displayed in the 
redemption of man. 

“ Such (continuing his dis- 
course) is the glorious hope 
which Ged in Christ has reveal- 
ed to us; it is no fiction of the 
imagination, but rests upon the 
immutable promise of the eters 
nal word, by whom the world 
was made. He calls upon all 
men to accept it, and prescribes 
the indispensible conditions of 
repentance and faith. Believe 
and be saved ; but faith, let it 
be remembered, must ever be 
shewn in love to him evinced hy 
obcdience to his commandments 
—that love which will make the 
duty of obedience easy and plea- 
sant. 

“ But the same Jesus has a!- 
so declared this alarming truth, 
that there is a state of endless 
misery for those who reject the 
gracious offers of God through 
him ; who refuse to believe in 
their Saviour. Strive, my dear 
Edward, to escape it, whilst yet 
the hour of grace is given to you, 
The first step towards religion 
is a deep, humiliating conviction 
that you are a sinner, and us 
such, an offence to a hoiy God, 
whose eyes are purer than to 
behold iniquity ; this will 'tad 
you to the consideration how 
you are to escape his wrath, and 
to the interposing mercy of 
Christ. May the divine grace 

impress this conviction deeply 
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name of Jesus ; pat up your pe- 
titions also for understanding to 
comprehend the great mystery 
of redemption through a cruci- 
fied Saviour, for repentance and 
faith ; and I will offer up mine 
that the Holy Spirit may pour 
down upon you his illumination, 
and by his sanctifying influence 
renew you in that righteousness 
and holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” 

The tears fell from his eyes 
as he concluded, and mine had 
bedewed my checks whilst he 
was speaking. He strained me 
to his bosom with an affection- 
ate embrace, and we separated 
for the night. 

I was too much affected by 
his discourse to enjoy much re- 
pose, and although my mind 
was in some degree prepared 
for its impression, it excited a 
variety of ideas which I-had ne- 
ver before, or imperfectly, en- 
tertained. “ If this be true, in 
what condition am I? Have I 
not lived without God in the 
world ? a mere conformist. to 
the practice of religion, without 
any knowledge of its spirit ? 
W hat would become of my soul, 
if God this night shou!d require 
it of me?” Such amongst ma- 
ny others were the reflections 
which occurred to me. I felt 
a desire to pray, as well as the 
necessity of prayer, but I could 
scarcely ntter more than repeat- 
ed ejaculations. In the morn- 
ing, though dejected, I was 
somewhat more composed, and 
I then confessed my sins to God, 
and. implored his pardon in the 
name of Christ, with a devotion 
which I had never before felt. 
{ made no hesitation in commu- 
nicating all my emotions to The- 
ophilus ; he rejoiced to perceive 
them, and whilst he endcavored 
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to relieve my mind from des. 
pondency, earnestly inculcated 
the duty of benefiting by the 
grace of God, which through his 
means had been offered to me, 
as well as the danger of reject- 
ing: it. 

You will anticipate the con- 
clusion of my narrative : my in- 
valuable friend, who, by the bles- 
sing of God, sowed the seed of 
the word in my heart, never 
ceased to water it and promote 
its growth. We daily read the 
scriptures together, he shewed 
me the connection between the 
Old and New Testament, point- 
ed out the most remarkable pro- 
phecies which had been com- 
pleted, particularily those relat- 
ing to the Messiah; explained 
difficult passages, and noticed 
others as aflording important 
subjects for meditation, and he 
read the sublime strains of de- 
votion in the scriptures with a 
rapturous animation that seem- 
ed almost inspired. 

How difierent do I now ap-’ 
pear to myself from what I was 
when I entered the house ol 
Theophiius. I look back with 
horror to many scenes of my 
life, which I used to retrace 
with complacency ; and I feel 
more satisfaction from this con- 
trition than I ever derived from 
that dissipation in which I for- 
merly thought myself happy. 
Under a deep and humiliating 
sense of the iniquities of my past 
life, I take a delight in spiritual 
meditations, which, six months 
ago, I was incapable of conceiv- 
ine. I look with trembling hope 
for pardon and redemption, thro’ 
the atonement of a crucified Sa- 
viour ; and whilst, in humble 
dependance on the assistance o! 
divine grace, I endeavor to work 
out my salvation with fear and 
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trembling, I feel a joy and peace 
in believing, unknown before. 
Such, Sir, is my present state, 
for which, by the blessing of 
God, Jam indebted to Theophil- 
use This narrative, if it have 
no other effect, will exemplify 
the great importance of a con- 
— between external man- 
ers and internal rectitude. Tf, 
neal of appearing to me as 
he did, I had found my friend 
reserved, formal, and precise ; 
if he had not won my esteem by 
the kindness and urbanity of his 
deportment ; in short if Chris- 
tianity in him had not appeared 
as amiable as his prefession of 
it was sincere, though I might 
have respected his virtues, if I 
could have discovered them, } 
should, probably, have left his 
house after a few days residence 
init with the same mind with 
_ Tentered it. But I would 
not be understood, by any thing 
lunave said, to depreciate from 
tic worth of those plain, simple, 
wpolished characters, who bear 
the rich jewels of Christian faith 
aid love in an unseemly casket. 
The religion of Christ is, doubt- 
less, made for the poor and un- 
educated, as well as fer the rich 
und polite. Its proper effect, 
however, in all is to produce 
that genuine politeness of man- 
ner which consits in affability, 
rind Ness, courtesy, and conde- 
scension; and although many 
are e debarred from acquiring the 
y and graceful manners, and 
the external polish of ‘Theophil- 
iiss yet the Christian humility 
and the Christian love, which 
give to these their intrinsic val- 
Hey are equally attainable by all 
who are truly religious, and 
cusht to be uniformly exhibited 
1 their conduct and conversa- 


This last week has placed 
Theophilus in a new point of 
view. He has been confined to 
his room for the first time of his 
life, witha most painful disor- 
der which scarcely allows him 
sleep or repose. But his tem- 
per has suffered no alteration ; 
placid, patient, and submissive, 
he bears the severity of disease 
without a murmur, and leaves 
the event to him with whom are 
the issues of life end death— 
There are intervals in which the 
fervor of devotion suspends the 
intensity of pain; and when he 
expatiates on the meffable love 
and mercy of God, as revealed 
in Jesus, the animation of his 
countenance bespeaks not only 
eratitude but all the joy of hope. 
You will ask, Sir, what are 
my feelings on this trying occa-~ 
sion: I know not how to de- 
scribe the mixed sensations of 
vrief, anxiety, admiration, fear, 
and affection ; they are best ex- 
pressed by my fervent prayers 
to God for his recovery. ‘The 
crowd of anxious enquirers, 
which surrounds his house, shews 
how extensively he is beloved ; 
and returning yesterday fromthe 
Church, the humid eyes, des- 
ponding faces and unsuppressed 
sighs of his friends and neigh- 
bors, who explored my looks with 
penetrating anxiety, affected my 
heart in a manner which I can- 
not describe. He is now some- 
what recovered, and we have a 
fair prospect of his restoration 
to health. I tremble, however, 
whilst I write ; but would say, 
Thy will, O God, be done. 
ASIATICUS. 
KS 
ANECDOTE. 
The Robber disarmed by Charity. 
A PIOUS Lady of Montpel- 
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lier, who devoted the greater 
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part of her property to the relief 
of objects in distress, one day 
passing through a little wood, 
accompanied by her servant, was 
stopped by a man who present- 
ed a pistol to her, demanding her 
wmoney or her life. The good 
tady, without being terrified, 
jooked on him with. an air of 
kindness, and said,\“ Ah! my 
friend, you must be reduced to 
great extremity, since you are 
determined to take a part which 
both draws on you the wrath of 
Ged, and exposes you continu- 
ally to all the rigors of human 
justice. I wish I had where- 
with to supply your wants, and 
extricate you from the danger- 
ous situation in which you are ; 
but I have, alas! only eighteen 
franks, which I had taken for my 
journey, and I offer you them 
with all my heart.” The high- 
wayman looking upon her atten- 
tively, before he would take the 
money, wished to know who she 
was ; afiel when she told him,— 
‘ Wreteh that I am,’ said he, 
throwing himself at her feet, ‘I 
have many times experienced 
your bounty, and have never 


Donations. 








[Sret 


been denied relief when I hays 
sought it of you; and I was 
now upon the point of INjuring 
you ! Ah! believe me, my rood 
lady, I dil not know you, or] 
should not have molested you ; 
for though I have given you but 
too great a proof that I am 
robber, yet I am not a monster, 
—which I must be to injure a 
person so charitable as you are. 
Go on then, keep your money, 
and I will myself escort you oui 
of the wood ; and if any one 
come to attack you, I will de- 


fend you, at the hazard of my 


life” The lady was exceedingly 
affected, and endeavored to re- 
present to him his danger, and 
to urge motives of honor and 
religion, to induce him to quit 
so dreadful a way of life, and 
promising to do more for him 
another tinre, she again offered 
him the eighten franks; but 
knowing she wanted them for 
her journey, he would not accept 
them ; till at last, she pvevailed 
on him to take nine of their, 
which she threw to him on g¢ 
ing out of the wood. 


-——p 31: 2): Ge 
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